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INTRODUCTION

selection of poetry of Mirza ‘Abdul Qadir
Apen-named Bedil is being presented in this
volume. As the Tarqima (Colophon) in the end of the only
available manuscript of this selection indicates, this
selection was made by Bedil himself and ﬁamed
“Muntakhab—e-Ijad-e-Bedili”. It is, therefore, an important

work of its kind.

Bedil, as most of the critics have summed up,
belongs to the first rank in the line of Persian poets in the
history of Indo-Persian poetry. His poetry “embraced all
the ideas, which human imagination has been able to grasp
ever since the earliest reciters of the Vedas chanted their
pious lines in praise of the Transcendental Reality”. As a
result of it, he emerged as the most celebrated poet of his
time. He is also the only Indo-Persian poet whose works,‘
in spite of wrapped in deep and difficult syﬁibolism, are
being studied and enjoyed even today in India,

Afghanistan, Iran and central Asia. There is a good



number of Persian poets in these countries who take pride
in 1m1tatmg Bedil in their works of poetry. It is, indeed, a
trlbute to- Bedil’s art of ver31ﬁcat10n Witnessing the
0rowmg popularity of Bedll particularly in Iran, this
comment of ‘Ali Hazin, a reputed Iranian poet of 18"
century settled in India, appears to ‘be absurd and
unfounded : “Writings of ‘Abdul Qadir Bedil and Nasir
‘Ali Sirhendi were good enough only as comic gifts for the

delectation of his friends in Iran.”

Mirza ‘Abdul Qadir Bedil was born in 1054/1645
‘at Akbar Nagar (Raj Mahal) in Bengal. While five years
old, his father Mirza ‘Abdul Khaliq passed away. His ‘
mother also died soon after. His uncle Mirza Qalandar
(d.1076 A.H.) brought him up and took care of his
education. Bedil was admitted in a madrasa. Not satisfied
with the system of education, Mirza Qalandar asked Bedil
" not to attend the madrasa. He was asked to study at home.
Mirza Qalandar used to take Bedil with him to the
presence of scholars and sufis of his time. He visited Rani
Sagar near Arrah in Bihar with his uncle. Mirza ‘Abdul
Latif, another uncle of Bedil, took him to Chandchur near

Patna. Bedil also chanced to visit Mahsi, Bengal, Cuttak in



Orissa. Ultimately, he shifted to North India. He was in
Mathura in 1075 A. H. After.visitinsg Agra in 1081 A.H,,

he finally settled in Delhi where his literary career

blossbmed.

He got married in 1080/1669-70, and joined the
army of Prince Mohd. A‘zam (1063-1119/1653-1707). He
| gave up this assignment to le‘ad a life away from worldly
splendour and lived the rest of his life in a haveli in a
mohalla Khakheriyan near old Delhi fort which was
bought for him by Shukrullah Khan. This noble of the time
and his sons took care of Bedil till his death on Thursday,
4™ Safar 1133/24 November 1720. He, as per his wishes,

was buried in the courtryard of the same house.

Bedil was guided in poetry by ‘Abdul ‘Aziz pen-
naxﬂed ‘Izzat (d.1089/1688) son of Shaikh ‘Abdur Rashid
and then on his part, guided a great number of poets in
their poetic persuits. Bedil was a prolific writer and left the

following works in Persian prose and poetry:

Prose:

1- Chahar ‘Unsor
2- Ruqqa‘t



Poetry:

1- Kulliyat consisting of Ghazals, Qasidas, Rubais,
Tarji‘band, Tarkib band, and mathnavis namely
‘Irfan, Tilism-e-Hairat, Tur-e-Ma‘rfat, Mohit-e-
A‘zam, Tambihul Mohawwisin.

Bedil as referred to earlier, was a celebrated poet of
his time. All the dignitaries of Shahjahanabad visited
his house and deemed it a privilege to engage his
attention. As his verses far exceeded one hundred
thousand in number, he created a voluminous diwan.
His ‘disciples and friends either themselves made
selections from it or requested Bedil to provide them
with a selection of his poetry particularly ghazals and
rubais. He responded positively and made various
selections for different pupils and friends. As a result, a
number of such selections are still available in various

collections in India and abroad in manuscript form.

Earlier, I have critically written and published one

of such selections under the title of “Bedil be Intekhab-

A e-Bedil.” It has been published twice from Markaz-e-
Afrinishha-e-Adabi, Tehran, Iran. Sdmc years ago, I

came across another. selection of Bedil’s poetry entitled



Muntakhab-e-Ijad-e-Bedili. As stated in the colophon
of its manuscript in Khanqah-e-Rahmania, Monger,
Bihar, it is copied from a manuscript which was
scribed by Bedil for Nawwab Husain ‘Ali Khan, one of
the famous Sayyed brothers. The same selection has
been cﬁtically edited in this volume along with a
detailed description of the manuscript, its merits and
demerits. The result of the comparison of its text with
Bedil’s printed diwan from Afghanistan and Iran has

been noted down in the footnotes.

I express my gratitude to the authorities of
Khangah-e-Rahmaniya for providing me with a photo-
copy of Muntakhab-e-Ijad-e-Bedili. My thanks are due
to Prof. Vénkata Ramana Reddy, Director National
Mission for Manuscripts, New Delhi for the kind
approval of the project to edit and publish this
sc;lection. I acknowledge the help and assistance with
thanks in accomplishment of this project by Dr.
Sanghmitra Basu, coordinator in the same mission, and
Dr. Ali Dehgahi, the learned cultural counselor,
Islamic Republic of Iran, New Delhi. Mr. Moharhmad



- Sadiq and Mr. Ali Raza took the responsibility of its
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