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Foreword

Nigamagama is fundamental to the Indian way of life. Nigama
deals with the nature of act, knowledge and devotion and Agama
deals with the Sadhana (process and tools) to achieveit. The Agamas
comprise the mantras, elaborate procedure of worship, meditation
technics, initiation rites and philosophical doctrines on the nature
of the Supreme Reality, the individual self and the world. Based on
the worshipping Supreme God, the Agamas have been grouped in
three major categories of (i) Vaishnava Agama (ii) Shaiva Agama
and (iii) Shakta Agama.

Amongst the Agama corpus, that belonging to the
Shaivasiddhanta system, appears to be quite vast. Paushkaragama
is one such Shaiva Agama text that contains some of the basic
philosophical doctrines of the Shaivasiddhanta system in the
form of interlocution between Siva and the sages. Two important
commentaries composed by Umapati and Jnanaprakasa on this text
elaborate the concepts on the basis of strong logical argument.

Dr. T. Ganesan, the learned Sanskrit scholar is doing a
commendable job by preparing the critical edition of these two
unpublished important commetaries. The work is quite vast and
is going to be published in three volumes. First volume containing
Pati Patala and Bindu Patala has already been published by the
Mission. The second volume dealing with Maya Patala and Pasu
Patala is now being presented to the scholarly world and to the
interested readers.

The National Mission for Manuscripts does hope that young
scholars should come forword to work on the important manuscripts
which are still unpublished.

Pratapanand Jha
Director
National Mission for Manuscripts






Introduction

The present volume of the Pauskaragama contains the
Mayapatala and the Pasupatala, the 3" and 4™ patala-s—along
with the two commentaries—the Vyakhya of Umapati and the
Vrtti of Jhanaprakasa—as in the previous volume. While both the
commentaries for the Mayapatala are of normal length, those of the
Pasupatala are quite long and elaborate. Both the commentators
appear to be very keen in discussing and elaborating the concept
of Pasu in the Saivasiddhanta system. In fact Umapati analyses
many of the views of Pasu as held by the system and refutes major
objections.

Some salient features of the commentaries at a glance:

According to Umapati the entire universe excluding those that
reside in the pure-path (Suddhadhva) is under the sway of Maya;
he interprets Maya as mayati muhyati.

He says through prakrti, its product also is of the nature of
creating confusion, Maya is ‘sarva mohaka.’

Jhanaprakasa interprets Maya as vicitrariipam jagat mayati
vikaroti meaning that which modifies the universe into manifold
form or nature. He cites Kamika passage which interprets Maya as
that which makes [one thing] appear as different (anyathabhana).

The fundamental characteristics of Maya are; it is eternal (nitya)
and real (vasturiipa)'. These two views are just the opposite of what
the Advaita Vedanta system holds about Maya®.

Further, it is the store house of all the karma-s of all the jiva-s;

1. Cf. Tattvaprakasa of Bhojadeva, v. 19; 5 = s&q&l i faeed e |1 19¢d

2. Y AeEEnl faaruedt 7 aq |
TMed qRfareHgaaEed: | as quoted by Umapati in his commentary on
Pauskara, 3: 2



(x)

this seems to be a very logical point and reasonable as held by the
Saivasiddhanta whereas other philosophical systems do not seem
to have a logical explanation about where all the karma-s are stored
during pralaya.

As the repository of all karma-s Maya serves as the cause for
the creation of the psycho-physical bodies at the start of the next
creation.

Umapati stresses the uncreated nature of Maya.

Maya is both gross and subtle; the gross is the source of all
worlds where the self experiences its fruits of actions; the subtle
is the cause for the manifestation of innate power of knowledge
and action. Umapati in the course of his commenting on Maya also
refutes the view (held by some Saiva-s) that holds Maya to be a
product of Bindu (= kundalini). He cites a few passages from the
Ratnatraya of Srikantha which also do not subscribe to this view.

Further, the Pauskaragama clearly states that the concept of
Maya is completely different in the Saivasiddhanta system. That is,
in the other systems Prakrti is a conglomeration of the three guna-s
which means, in other words, apart from the three guna-s there is
no separate entity called Prakrti. But, in the Saivasiddhanta Prakrti
is something other than the three guna-s. Another important
feature of Maya is that it is the subtlest of all: Being the material
source (= cause) of the entire range of tattva-s beginning from Kala
, Maya is the eternal and the subtlest one (sauksmyaparakastha)'.
As against the Advaita Vedanta position according to which Maya,
the cause of illusory creation of the manifoldness, is indeterminable
and hence illusory, the Saivasiddhanta system as evidenced by
the Pauskaragama, categorically states that Maya is an existing
reality. For, while the world creation which is real, its material
cause, namely, Maya cannot but be real®. In the Mayapatala of the
Pauskaragama we find long arguments [ from the Advaita Vedanta
point of view] establishing the unreality of the world and the
counter arguments refuting this view and establishing firmly the
reality of the manifold world and thereby the reality of Maya, its
material cause’.

1. Pauskaragama, Mayapatala, v. 7 Cf. also ibid. v.8
2. Tbid. v.9
3. Td oA fag qaq sherergs |

TEAT ercenfereht Fr feeran forse el 11 Ibid .26



(xi)

In the commentary of Umapati which, at many places is, very
detailed and thorough going, we find many arguments that refute
the view of unreality of the world posited by the Advaita Vedanta
system. Incidentally Umapati also analyses the opponent’s views on
the means of knowledge (pramana) and refutes them as untenable
and against logic. The commentary of Jianaprakasa, though not
so elaborate, also refutes the opponent’s view of unreality of the
perceived world.

Along with Maya, the other mala-s, namely, karma is also briefly
discussed in the Mayapatala. The inevitability of accepting karma as
a separate mala as the cause of difference in experiencing pain and
pleasure by every being is explained in this chapter. Jianaprakasa
gives a somewhat crisp definition of karma as ‘that which is
different from prakrti, which is performed by humans and which
remains in the buddhi as its guna.” Umapati explains further that
karma being inert (acetanataya) and hence not independent, it is an
auxiliary cause (sahakari) [along with Maya, aiding I$vara in His
acts of granting the fruits of their karma to each living being]. Karma
denotes both the acts and their fruits. It is of three types: mental,
verbal and physical (manovakkayabhedena). It is also threefold due
to its effects such as pain and pleasure are threefold: pertaining to
(in other words, caused) by one’s self (adhyatmika), caused by the
natural elements (adhibhautika) and those caused by superhuman
personalities (adhidaivika). The karma is different from the prakrti
mainly because it is that which makes the self experience (bhojaka)
while the prakrti is the material cause of the entire objective world
which is the object that is experienced by the self. As such these
two can never be the same, states categorically the Pauskaragama
v. 34.

Then there is brief discussion about the group of eight that
consists of jiiana, ajhana, etc. which are established to be different
forms of cognition. Further it is argued that Maya is not mala
in the sense of covering the innate nature of the self. The subtle
(suksmasrsti) and gross creation (sthuilasrsti) that proceed from
Maya are then briefly explained after which it is informed that
sakala—the pralayakala-s comprising the 108 Rudra-s, etc. reside
in the Mayamandala.
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The next patala, namely, Pasupatala, which is quite long deals
fully about the characteristics of individual self. The very defining
features of ‘pasu’ are the opposites of a liberated self (mukta). While
the mukta is free from mala and kala and thereby possesses unlimited
power of knowledge and action (svabhavadrkkriyasali) like Siva
(but without the power of performing the five acts (paficakrtya)
and remains like Siva, the bound self (pasu) is not pervasive with
his power of knowledge and action fully covered by mala and
hence possesses only limited knowledge. The threefold division of
the discussion on the ‘sakala’ type Jiianaprakasa introduces further
divisions such as sitksmadehi and sthiiladehi and still further divisions
selves have the special type of mala called adhikaramala and always
move in accordance with the Will of Siva (Sivecchanumatah).

The next topic of discussion is the actual cause of fall of Siva’s
grace on the self: In fact according to the Pauskaragama it is the
ripening of the mala (malapika) the cause of fall of Siva’s grace on the
self and not the equality of karma (karmasamya) as held by some. The
fall of Siva’s grace leads to the self getting the appropriate initiation
(diksa) from a qualified guru. For, itis argued, if the karmasamya were
the main cause of Siva’s grace then how can the vijianakala-type
of selves be blessed by Siva as they do not have any trace of karma,
their only bondage being the [anava]mala as explained above.

There are three types of karma: drstabhogya, adrstabhogya and
aniyatakalopabhogya. Taking medicines and reciting certain mantra-s
for cure which acts give their fruits in this very birth belong to
the first type; being a monarch or getting tormented in hell come
under the second type; those acts such as the performance of Yaga-s
like Asvamedha and others like the killing of a Brahmana by the
same person and which come to fruition at different periods (and
at different births) come under the third category. When two such
actions whose fruits are of opposite nature are ready to give their
respective [opposite] fruits the grace of Siva nullifies both actions
and activates some other action whose fruits are not of opposite
type. This is technically known as karmasamya and the eventual fall
of grace (Saktipata). The marks of saktipata are an intense feeling
of non-attachment (vairagya) towards worldly life in the self, a
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longing to ‘see’ Siva arises in his mind and an intense desire to get
liberated (mumuksa) from the cycle of birth and death (samsara).
Accordingly the self searches for a suitable guru who will ‘show’
Siva to him. In other words, the gurumakes him realise his sivahood.
Umapati here enters into a long discussion on the characterstics of
a guru and cites many passages from various Agama-s and other
texts. There is also a detailed discussion as to who among the four
varna-s—brahmana, ksatriya, vaiSya and §udra—can be the guru
and it is concluded that the brahmana can be guru to all the four
varna-s, the ksatriya, to his own varna and to the two below him,
the vaisya, to his own and to the suidra while the Stidra can be guru
only to his own varna. The physical and spiritual qualifications of
such a guru are also discussed. Then the details of examining the
disciple by the guru are discussed.

For some advanced selves Siva removes their mala directly
just by His “‘glance” which is full of Grace (karunagarbhinya drsa)
which is called $ambhavi diksa. For others, Siva, in the form of Guru,
performs the diksa. The opponent’s view that the diksa performed in
this way is against the Vedic injunctions and hence useless is taken
for a detailed examination by both the commentators and finally it
is established that the Saiva Agama-s are equally valid along with
the Veda-s and the various rites prescribed there are also valid and
appropriate to all sections of the society.

Next comes the presentation of various types of diksi and
the persons eligible for each one of them. As part of the diksa
the various worlds (bhuvana-s) in the bhuvanadhva-section are
enumerated; so also the five kala -s—nivrtti, pratistha, vidya,
santi and Santyatita—are also discussed in detail especially in the
commentary of Umapati.

The four types of ‘similarity with Siva’ that characterises the
final state of liberation propounded by different schools of Saivism
such as the Mahavrata, Pasupata, etc. are also examined. The actual
status of liberation is defined after much discussion as the highest
state of Sivahood (Sivatva) which is manifested after the removal of
all coverings of mala. As a conclusion to the discussion it is stated
that both karma and the Mayamala do not actually cover the innate
power of consciousness (cicchakti) of the self.
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Based on its effect the mala is of seven kinds such as moha, mada,
raga, visada, etc. and there appears to be a slight variation in this list
found in the Matangaparamesvaragama as pointed out by Umapati
in his commentary. Of these seven, moha is considered to be the
cause of the other six. For, it is moha that creates confusion in the
minds leading to attachment to oneself and to one’s own belongings
whereby one loses other faculties of perception and the power of
discrimination.

There is also the interesting discussion as to the possibility of
the conscious self (ajada) being covered by the inert (jada) mala;
after examining other possibilities that are proved to be untenable it
is concluded that the conscious self can be covered only by an inert
substance, namely, the mala and not by other conscious agents.

As the final concluding statement of the pasupatala it is said
mala is thus established as the covering/obstructor of the innate
omniscience (sarvajityabadhaka) of the self.

Dr. T. Ganesan

Senior Researcher
French Institute of Pondichery



Key of Transliteration

Ha 3 a
(but) (palm)
xr Te
(thythm)  (play)

Guttural % ka

(skate)
Palatal = ca
(chunk)
Cerebral <ta
(start)
Dental d ta
(path)
Labial 9 pa
(spin)
(much)
Semi-vowels ¥ ya
(young)
Sibilants T Sa
(shove)
Others & ksa
(ksatriya)

VOWELS
Ti g1
(it) (beet)
Q ai Mo
(air) (toe)
CONSONANTS

@*kha Tga
(blockhead) (gate)
® cha S ja
(catchhim) (john)

3* tha ©/S da
(anthill) (dart)
9 tha < da
(thunder) (that)
%*pha  9ba
(philosophy)

Tra o la
(drama) (luck)
Y sa 9 sa
(bughel) (so0)

A tra 3 jha
(trisitla) (jiiant)

Ju S u
(put) (pool)
3 au

(loud)

¥ gha ¥ na
(ghost)  (sing)
¥ jha < na

(hedgehog) (bunch)
G dha T*na
(godhead) (under)

Y dha " na
(breathe)  (numb)
¥ bha H ma
(bin) (abhor)
d va

(vile)

© ha

(hum)

w=* ] £
(play)

& (—) m or m amusiira (nasalisation of preceding vowel) like

samskrtifor somskrti.

3 visarga = h (aspiration of preceding vowel like (pratah)

S Avagraha consonant #” consonant (like - imé vasthita)

Anusvara at the end of a line is presennted by m () and not m

* No exact English equivalents for these letters
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