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Key to Transliteration

Ma 3i Ef 3u =

(palm) (it) (beet) (put) (pool

%1 a1l Te Tai WMo

s au

(loud)

CONSONANTS

% ka 9 kha T ga ¥ gha € na
(skate) (blockhead) (gate) (ghot) (sing)
= ca ® cha ST ja ¥ jha S fla
(chunk) (catchhim) (john) (hedgehog) (bunch)
< ta 3 tha € da ©/% dha U7 na
(start) (anthill) (dart) (godhead)
d ta 9 tha 3 da Y dha 9 na
(path)  (thunder) (that) (breathe) (numb)
U pa % pha d ba Y9 bha Hma
(spin) (philosophy) (bin) (abhor) (much)
T ya Tra dla % | dva
(young) (drama) (luck) (vile)
I sa ¥ sa 9 sa % ha
(shove)  (bushel) (sa) (hum)

3 (—)  shor m amusiva like sazskrti/or somskrti
31 visarga=h

S Avagrahaindicate elision of short vowel g, has no phonetic
value.

* No exact English equivalents for these letters.
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Foreword

Vedanta, which is the spirit of the Vedas is described in a nutshell
by Maharshi Badarayana in the Brahmasutra. The Brahmasutra is
interpreted by several Acaryas in various ways and it resulted in
establishing various schools of Vedanta in Indian Philosophy . Sri
Ramanujacarya is the propounder of the Visistadvaitavada school of
Vedanta Philosophy though the concept of this philosophical school
was somehow existed long before him. The concept grew out of the
Vaisnava movement led by Acaryas like Nammazhwar, Nathamuni
and Yamunacarya. Yamunacarya’s successor Ramanujacarya in the
“Sri Bhasya”, the commentary on Badarayana’s Brahmastitra had
established Brahman as Absolute Reality possessing only of all good
qualities and the Universe, which is also real is connected to Brahman
just like Body is connected to the Soul. Thus both being inseparable
from each other exist as one.

The present book ‘Vedantavijaya’, one such work on
Visistadvaitavada was written in 16" Century C.E. by Sri Vadhula
Ramanujacarya, popularly known as Mahacarya or Doddayacarya.
He was the twelfth descendant of Sri Ramanujacarya’s nephew Sri
Dasarathi. In this work, the Acarya strongly establishes the tenets of
Visistadvaitavada while refuting the theories of Advaitavadins with
reasonings and dialectics. A thorough study of this work will make
one understand the development of philosophical thoughts and
evolution of dialectical methods used therein post Vedanta Desika
period. The text will also facilitate a clear understanding of various
issues having a bearing on epistemological, metaphysical, religious
and ethical problem in Indian Philosophy.

Prof. K.E. Madhusudanan has worked hard to prepare the
critical edition of this text on the basis of important unpublished
manuscripts. National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM) is pleased to
present this work to the scholarly world with the hope that researchers
will be benefitted by this publication.

Prof. Pratapanand Jha
Director
National Mission for Manuscripts
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Introduction

It is indeed a cause for great pleasure that this book titled
Vedantavijaya, composed by Sri Mahacarya who is popular by the
name Doddayacarya and is the author of the magnificent
Candamaruta, is being }E)ublished. Sri Mahacarya, a great scholar and
preceptor, was the 12" descendent of Bhagavad Ramanuja’s dear
nephew Sri Dasarathi, also known fondly as Mudaliyandan. He was
born as Srinivasa in the small village of Erumbi close to
Cholasimhapuram as the grandson of Sri Tozhapparappai and the
second son of Sri Devarajacarya. His birth was in the Uttarasadha
asterism and mina lagna of the kumbha month of the Subhakrt year
(1543) as told in the Sloka —

sarvasiddhitrayodasyam lagne vedapradahvaye /
jatam kumbhottarasadhe mahagurum aham bhaje //

[ Bhagawvad Ramanuiscaryah |

DCisciple and Mephewas

| Dasarathih (RAudabiySodan) |

I Kandadal Aodan |

Kandadal Tozhappar ]

Fan ASmanuidcsmyal J

Tirukkapurattu Maeinar |

| Deivangal Perumal Tozhappsr ]

Porettru Nayanar |

=

Arasarappai |
x =
e B TN

o Devarsjagurabs
{Tozhapparappail

"I. = S | Adoprted Son

o 7 - ’ -
Padmanabhagurah i = 1 b PAahscaeyak
‘[ Tty it Sl J [ Sietived s Ll | (Doddavacaryai)

= Sirkya Doddayacirya



(xii)

did not have any progeny. He received all the proper samskaras
including Upanayanam (ceremony of investiture with the sacred
thread) at the appropriate times and mastered the Vedas and the
Sastrams under the tutelage of his adoptive father. Srinivasa had great
having received all knowledge by his compassion. He considered him
equal to God and was forever engaged in serving him. This devotion
to his Acharya and his keen intellect made him a lion ruling the
metaphorical forest of the samskrta and dravida vedantas.

The Genealogy of Mahacarya

Mahacarya’s devotion to Arca Deities

Mahacarya was an ardent devotee of Lord Nrsimha. In the
invocatory verse of his magnum opus, the Candamaruta, a
commentary to Vedanta Desika’s Satadtsani, he emulates the Sri
Nrsimha Mantra as follows:

visvam bibhrati viryakhanditamahadaitye samastatmani
Jyotirmandalabhasitatribhuvane sarvam svato drastari/
astu srinrharaw svabhitivihatasvajnanilarkanale
srimatyasritamytyubhangacature dhirme sada brahmani//

Ghatikacala, also known as Cholasimhapuram, is a small town in
the northern part of present day Tamil Nadu. Sri Yoga Nrsimha is
the presiding deity of this land. Long ago, the processional idol
(utsavamurti) of this deity, lovingly called Bhaktocita, was hidden
secretively, owing to fear of desecration by Turks and Greeks. Over
time, this location was lost from memory and the temple continued
without a processional idol. Deeply troubled by the loss of this deity,
the residents of Ghatikacala requested Sri Mahacarya to somehow
locate the idol. Having been pondering over this misfortune himself,
Mahacarya received in his sleep the divine instruction of Sri
Sudarsana, the divine discus of Sriman Narayana, as to the
whereabouts of the missing idol. Following the path shown by Sri
Sudarsana, Mahacarya arrived at the secret location and found the
idols of Bhaktocita and his divine consorts, Sridevi and Bhiidevi. His
mind filled with immense joy and gratitude towards the Lord,
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Mahacarya re-consecrated the idols following appropriate methods
detailed in the Agamas. Even today, on the path followed by devotees
to climb to the Bigger Mountain to pray to Lord Yoga Nrsimha, there
is a pillar in the second mandapa with an idol of Mahacarya standing
with folded hands and another pillar in front of it with a self-
manifested idol of Sr1 Sudarsana, both testifying to the great service
done by Mahacarya to the presiding deity of Ghatikacala.

Enthralled by the glory of Sri Mahacarya, the then King of the
Kanchipuram province, Sri Acyuta Deva, gifted the village of
Cholasimhapuram to him. Sri Mahacarya established a beautiful
temple for Lord Sri Kesava there. This is the very place that is
celebrated in the Puranas as Ghatikacala and was extolled by the
Divyasuris (azhvars).

Lord Varadaraja, the presiding processional idol of the holy land
of Kanchipuram, manifested amidst the sacred flames of the
Ashvamedha yajia performed by Lord Brahma. Subsequently, Lord
Brahma arranged for the conducting of the aptly named annual
Brahmotsava for Lord Varadaraja. As described in the verse —

“turagavihagarajasyandanandolikadisuadhikamadhikamanyamat-
masobham dadhanam /

anavadhikavibhutim hastisailesvaram tvam anudinamanime-
sairlocanairnirviseyam //

Sri Mahacarya would attend the grand Brahmotsava every year
to blissfully behold Lord Varadaraja in all His glory. One year during
his dotage, he was unable to come to Kancipuram during the
Brahmotsava and was deeply saddened by this. On the third day of
the Brahmotsava, Mahacarya woke up during the Brahma muhurta,
bathed in the waters of the Brahmatirtha in Cholasimhapuram and
was engrossed in thoughts of Lord Varadaraja observing the grand
Garudotsava at that very moment in Kancipuram and his misfortune
for not being able to witness the same in person. And Lo! Unable to
bear the sorrow that Mahacarya was feeling, Lord Varadaraja
immediately granted him the sight of His glorious form as He was on
the Garuda Vahana. Overwhelmed by the compassion of Lord
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Varadaraja, Mahacarya immediately offered his humble benedictions
and adulations for Lord Varadaraja in the form of five slokas, known
as Devaraja Panncakam. Even today, on the third day of the annual
Brahmotsava, when Lord Varadaraja exits the temple through the
western gate-tower (gopura) atop his Garuda Vahana before the first
light of dawn, He stands there for a few moments as if bestowing his
sight to Sri Mahacarya who is waiting on the banks of Brahmatirtha
in Cholasimhapuram. This symbolic gesture witnessed by countess
Bhaktas to this day is a reminder of Mahacaryas devotion and Lord
Varadaraja’s compassion towards his devotees.

An Introduction to the Works of Sri Mahacarya

Sri Mahacarya possessed unfettered devotion towards
Kavitarkikasimha Sarvatantrasvatantra Sri Vedanta Desika.
Accordingly, he authored an extensive commentary titled
Candamaruta to the Satadasani of Sri Vedanta Desika, a text capable
of single-handedly decimating the arguments of the Sankara School
of the Advaita philosophy. To this day, the lineage of Sri Mahacarya
is called with the title Candamaruta.

Another text written by Sri Mahacarya is the Parasaryavijaya. In
this text, which is a commentary to the Brahmastutras of Sage Veda
Vyasa, he refutes the claims that the Brahma mimarmsa Sastram
advocates Dvaita or shuddhadvaita and establishes without a shadow
of doubt that Visistadvaita is indeed the purport intended.

Sri Mahacarya also authored a text titled Upanisanmangaladipika
which is a commentary to the Upanishads. This texts remain
unpublished to this day.

As an outpouring of his reverence to Sri Vedanta Desika,
Mahacarya authored the poem titled Vedanta DeSika Vaibhava
Prakasika. In that he says:

desiko nigamantaryat tadbhaktatsattviko janah /
tatsuktesca prabandho yah nasti nasti mahitale //

Finally, the Vedantavijaya is an elaborate text written by
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Mahacarya to strongly establish the tenets of Svami Ramanuja’s
Visistadvaita philosophy. It consists of five parts and is filled with
complex reasoning and dialectics. The five parts are (1)
Gurupasadanavijaya (2) Brahmavidyavijaya (3) Sadvidyavijaya (4)
Advaitavidyavijaya and (5) Parikaravijaya.

The Synopsis of Vedantavijaya

Gurupasadanavijaya - The Vedic injunction “svadhyayodhye-
tavyah” enjoins a person with all the necessary qualifications to engage
in adhyayana, which is nothing but the reiterated utterance of Vedic
passages by a pupil following the utterance of the same by a teacher.
The purpose of this adhyayana is for the pupil to grasp and etch into
memory the Vedic passages themselves. Once the pupil masters the
svadhyaya, i.e., the Vedic passages adhered to by his forefathers, he
starts to make sense of the passages, although superficially, and sees
that the deeds detailed in the Vedas are capable of fetching attractive
fruits. Therefore, to make complete sense of the Vedic passages
beyond doubt and to understand which deeds are the primary ones
and which are subsidiary to those, the pupil engages in the critical
study of Vedic passages, also known as mimarsa, out of his own
eagerness and desire, even without a Vedic injunction commanding
him to do so.

For such a person with a thirst for Vedic knowledge, the Vedic
injunction “pariksya lokan karmacitan brahmano nirvedamayat
nastyakritah krtena, tadvijianartham sa gurumevabhigacchet
samitpanih Srotriyam brahmanistham” orders that he must, without
fail, approach and seek the guidance of a Guru who is well versed in
the Vedas and has directly perceived Brahman. It is this Vedic
injunction and the act of seeking guidance from a Guru that are
elaborately discussed about in the text Gurupasadanavijaya.

In order to form a conclusion on the above subject, several other
points of contention have also been dealt with in this text and resolved
logically. A few of the conclusions made are — (1) the impossibility to
enjoin Sravana, i.e., learning from a Guru by listening (2) the inability
of words to cause direct perception (aparoksa) (3) the impracticality
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of the sadhanacatustaya, namely nityanityavastuvivekah,
ihamutraphalabhogaviragah, samadamadisadhanasampat and
mumuksa, being the precursor of the inquiry into Brahman (4) the
Karma and Brahma mimamsa Sastrams together forming a single
text, starting with the aphorism “athato dharmajijiasa” and ending
with “anavrttis$Sabdadanavrttissabdat” (5) the fallacy in the argument
that after the critical study of Karma, a person whose mind is purified
by the repeated performance of Vedic deeds indulges in analysis of
whether the fruits of said deeds are eternal or limited (6) the
impossibility of Brahman being beyond cognition (7) the
irreconcilability of an object devoid of attributes being the object of
a desire to cognize (jijiasa) (8) the ineligibility of Gods other than
Sriman Narayana to be worshipped by one who desires salvation and
(9) the impossibility of Brahman being beyond words since Brahman
is denoted by every word. All these have been concluded as derivatives
of the Vedic injunction which commands a pupil seeking knowledge
of Brahman to approach a Guru and undergo tutelage under him.

Brahmavidyavijaya — In this text, Mahacarya establishes that no
deity other than Sriman Narayana can be the object of supreme
knowledge (paravidya) in general, and especially of the
Antaradityavidya, Antaraksividya and Daharavidya.

Sadvidyavijaya — This text aims to expose fallacies in the Advaita
philosophy. It consists of 7 chapters:

(1) bhavarupajhanapramanabhangah — refutation of means of
valid knowledge (pramana) of avidya which is in the form
of an existing (bhava) entity

(2) tirodhanabhangah - refutation of the concealment of
Brahman by avidya

(3) avidyasrayabhangah —refutation of avidya having a substrate

(4) avidyalaksanabhangah — refutation of the definition of avidya

(5) avidyaprakasabhangah — refutation of the manifestation of
avidya
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(6) avidyanivartakabhangah — refutation of the remover of
avidya and

(7) avidyanivrttibhangah — refutation of the removal or
dispelling of avidya.

Adpvaitavidyavijaya — In this fourth part of the Vedantavijaya,
Mahacarya shows with distinction the meanings of the passages of
the Vedas that talk about dualism (bheda) and non-dualism (abheda)
and the reconciliatory (ghataka) passages. The purpose of this
exercise is to prove that the intent of all the Upanishads is indeed in
propounding a Brahman which possesses as its attributes all sentient
and non-sentient objects in the world. Once it is established using
Vedic passages such as “prthagatmanam preritaram ca matva”, “nityo
nityanam cetanascetananameko bahtnam yo vidadhati kaman” and
“dva suparna sayuja sakhaya” that sentient entities, non-sentient
entities and God The Controller are indeed distinct, then it
automatically follows that passages in the Vedas that talk about non-
duality, such as “sadeva somyedamagra asidekamevadvitiyam”, “neha
nanasti kincana” and “tattvamasi”, are actually talking about the non-
duality of a Brahman that possesses as its form all sentient and non-
sentient entities, in order to avoid contradiction with the third set of
passages in the Vedas known as reconciliatory (ghataka) ones, such
as “yasya prthivi sariram”, “yasyapah sariram” and “yasyatma sariram”
which preach that all sentient and non-sentient entities in this universe
are the form of Brahman. This is evident also from Mahacaryas
declaration at the beginning of the text which reads—

“dvaitopanisada sardham Srutayodvaitagocarah /
ghatakasrutisamyukah sadvidyamanurundhate //”

Parikaravijaya — This last part of the Vedantavijaya deals with the
identification of pious souls by establishing the right indicators of
piety. As summarized in the verse

“dhrtordhvapundrah krtacakradhari visnum param dhyayati yo
mahatma /

svarena mantrena sada hydi sthitam paratparam yanmahato
mahantam//”,
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Mahacarya concludes that only those who bear the brandings of
the divine conch and discus of Sriman Narayana, as preached by the
Vedas, are pious. He goes on to show evidence corroborating the
validity of the branding with the divine conch and discus and also
clarifies that bearing vertical sectarian marks (ardhvapundra) has
been practiced by followers of the Vedas since time immemorial.
Similarly, he also elucidates the validity of the Bhagavat sastram, also
known as the Pancaratra, and the glory of pious souls who follow the
above mentioned practices.

I will summarize to the best of my ability the concepts explained
by Sri Mahacarya in the Vedantavijaya text which is being published
presently.

A Summary of Gurupasadanavijaya

The Vedic injunction “svadhyayodhyetavyah” orders that one
should take up adhyayana, i.e. the reiterated utterance of Vedic
passages by a pupil following the utterance of the same by a teacher,
in order grasp and memorize the Vedas. This too is only for a person
who has undergone the Upanayana samskara and strictly adheres to
a set of vows, customs and restrictions detailed in the Vedas. Once
such a pupil has memorized the Veda that his forefathers have been
adhering to for generations, along with it’s 6 ancillaries namely Siksa,
vyakaranam, chandah, niruktam, jyotisarh and kalpah, he understands
superficially that all deeds (karma) spoken of in the Vedas give lowly
and temporary fruits while the knowledge of Brahman gives supreme
and eternal fruits. Therefore, he naturally engages in the critical
study of Vedic passages, also known as mimamsa, urged by his own
desire. There too, having first completed the study of the former
part (purva bhaga) of the Vedas that deals with deeds (karma), he
concludes definitively that all Vedic deeds are only capable of
providing commonplace and shortlived fruits such as svarga, cows,
progeny, wealth, etc. This clear understanding of the meaning of
the former part of the Vedas, coupled with a superficial understanding
of the meaning of the latter part (Uttara bhaga) of the Vedas which
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speak about Brahman, gives rise to a desire in him to understand
Brahman fully. It is towards a person in this special situation that the
Vedas command seeking guidance from a Guru, in the passage —
“pariksya lokan karmacitan brahmano nirvedamayat
nastyakritah krtena/
tadvijnanartham sa gurumevabhigacchet samithanih srotriyam
brahmanistham//”

In this verse, since the person who has attained disregard
(nirveda) for fruits of Karma is said to be seeking knowledge, it can
be concluded that one engages in the study of Brahman by listening
to a Guru (Sravana) out of his own desire. Therefore, in the Vedic
verse “atma va are drastavyah Srotavyo mantavyo nididhyasitavyah”,
the portion ‘Srotavyah’ is not an originative rule (apurvavidhi) that
instructs an otherwise idle person to engage in Sravana. It is not a
restrictive rule (niyamavidhi) either, since it is naturally
understandable that one with disregard for the fruits of Karma
develops a yearning to understand Brahman by listening to a Guru
preach the meaning of the Vedas and not of the Puranas, etc. Finally,
it is not a prohibitive rule (parisamkhya vidhi) too, since both the
known types of parisamkhya, Sesantaraparisamhkhya and
sesyantaraparisamkhya, are not possible here. Since the Vedic passage
in question talks about a Brahmana, it follows that he has completed
the adhyayana of the Vedas, and so ‘Srotavyah’ here cannot enjoin
sesantaraparisarmhkhya of the form ‘the Vedantas are only to be heard,
not grasped by adhyayana’. Similarly, since the word ‘pariksya’ implies
that this person has completed the critical study of the former part
(purva bhaga) of the Vedas, ‘Srotavyah’ cannot enjoin
sesyantaraparisamkhya of the form ‘Only the Vedantas are to be
listened to, not the purva bhaga’ either. Hence, it can be concluded
that Sravana cannot be enjoined at all. Therefore, one engages in
sravana purely out of his own desire.

However, since meditation that is similar to direct perception in
its clarity (darSanasamanakaradhyana) is hitherto unknown to be
the cause for salvation, the portions ‘drastavyah’ and ‘nididhya-
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sitavyah’, coming together as a single sentence, enjoin that one must
engage in said meditation in order to attain salvation. ‘Srotavyah’ is
therefore merely a recounting (anuvada) of Sravana in which said
person is engaged out of his own desire. Since reflection or
deliberation naturally follows Sravana in order to establish well the
concepts that have been learnt from a Guru, the portion ‘mantavyah’
too is merely a recollection (anuvada). This is the conclusion as per
Visistadvaita philosophy.

Of those who hold that sravana can be enjoined, some say that
‘srotavyah’ is an originative rule, while some others hold that it is a
restrictive rule. However, since both these factions expose fallacies
in the other’s claim, both arguments are destroyed by mutual conflict,
paving way for the true conclusion of Visistadvaitins that Sravana
cannot be enjoined.

Here, the Advaitins pose the a question that since the causality
that ‘all means of valid knowledge (pramana) about a perceptible
(aparoksa) entity are indeed causes of direct perception or realisation
(saksatkara)’ is pre-established, it automatically follows that the
Vedantas which are means of valid knowledge about Brahman which
is a perceptible entity are also the cause of direct perception of
Brahman, and so Meditation that is similar to direct perception need
not be enjoined by the phrase ‘drastavyo nididhyasitavyah’.

The retort to this question is that sentences do not have the ability
to cause direct perception (saksatkara) since only the sensory organs

are seen to cause it.

Here, one may ask — the senses cause direct perception only
because they are means of valid knowledge of a perceptible entity.
Brahman too is known to be perceptible from Vedic passages such
as “yatsaksadaparoksadbrahma”. We also agree that the inference of
the Atman is also infact direct perception . However, since passages
such as “tasya tavadeva ciram yavanna vimoksye” and
“vedantavijianasuniscitarthah” preach that only knowledge of
Brahman born from the Vedas is the cause for salvation, there is no
question of the removal of avidya by just the inference of Atman.



(xxi)

Therefore, by inference of the form - ‘knowledge born from Vedic
passages such as “tattvamasi” is not indirect perception (paroksa)
since it has as its object a perceptible entity, similar to knowledge
born from the eyes’, it can be established that direct perception is
born from sentences too.

This however is not consistent. As per the Advaita philosophy, an
object such as a pot is said to be perceptible (aparoksa) when
Consciousness limited by the object (visayavacchinnacaitanyam or
visayacaitanyam) is the same as Consciousness limited by the mind
(antahkaranavacchinnacaitanyam or pramatrcaitanyam). When this
condition is satisfied, a knowledge which has as its object such a pot
is said to be direct perception (aparoksa). However, when this
condition is satisfied, since the enshrouding cover (avarana) is already
removed, direct perception (aparoksa) will no more be the cause
for the removal of avidya, which is not acceptable in their philosophy.

In addition to the above fallacy, since meditation (nididhyasana)
too has as its object the same Brahman which is a perceptible entity,
it too should be direct perception and thus capable of removing
avidya. Even if you hold that only direct perception born from Vedic
passages is capable of removing avidya and so the question of
meditation removing avidya does not arise, it would still imply that
merely Sravana, which is listening to the preachings of a Guru, could
remove avidya, which is against your own philosophy. Similarly,
inference of the Atman would also have to be direct perception .
Even though the Atman in its true form is devoid of attributes, it is
indeed possible to infer the Atman as possessing certain attributes
which are purely practical (vyavaharika).

Finally, since Sravana, manana, nididhysana and darsana all are
about the same Brahman which is a perceptible entity, each one these
four is individually capable of removing avidya, rendering the
sentence that enjoins all four of them pointless.

Therefore, direct perception is not that which has as its object
an entity that is perceptible, but in fact that which is born from the
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sensory organs. Therefore, since knowledge born from Vedic passages
such as “tattvamasi” is not direct perception, it can be concluded
thatitis not capable of removing avidya and therefore being a means
of salvation.

In the Vedic injuction “pariksya lokan” which orders that a teacher
must be sought out by a pupil wishing to know Brahman, the words
‘pariksya’ and ‘tadvijianartham’ refer to arriving at a firm conclusion
about the nature of Karma and Brahman respectively. Also, since
the phrase “nirvedamayat nastyakritah krtena” denotes that a pupil
critically analysing the nature of Karma would eventually understand
that no eternal fruit can be attained from deeds accomplished by
him and therefore attain disregard for all Karma, the latter part
‘tadvijnanartham’ indicates that the pupil realises the ability of the
Knowledge about Brahman (brahmajnana) to cause the Attainment
of Brahman (brahmaprapti), which is the only supreme and eternal
fruit. Therefore, itis evident that the pupils superficial understanding
that brahmajiana can give a supreme and eternal fruit, coupled with
his firm conclusion that all Karma can give only simple and
impermanent fruits, is what urges him to pursue a critical study of
Brahman and hence is the immediate predecessor of the inquiry
into Brahman (Brahmavicara or brahmamimamsa). Therefore, the
argument that the sadhanacatustaya is the immediate predecessor
of Brahmavicara does not hold water.

The word ‘atha’ in ‘athato brahmajijiasa’, the first aphorism of
the Brahma stutras, means immediate succession (anantarya). Since
any succession must have a counterapart (pratiyogi), a suitable
counterpart must be identified here that preceeds Brahmavicara.
Adpvaitins claim that there are four causes (sadhanacatustaya) that
urge one to study the Brahman, namely (1) nityanityavastuvivekah -
distinguishing between eternal and transient entities, (2)
ihamutraphalabhogaviragah - an aversion to material pleasures both
in this word and others, (3) samadamadisadhanasampat — the
possession of control over the internal and external senses, etc. and
(4) mumuksutva — the desire to attain salvation. This argument has
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been rendered unsound by establishing that the superficial
understanding that brahmajiana can give a supreme and eternal
fruit, coupled with a firm conclusion that all Karma can give only
simple and impermanent fruits, is what urges one to purse
Brahmavicara.

This is also evident from the sequence in the section “brahmano
pariksya nirvedamayat, tadvijianartham”, which shows that the
adhyayana of the Vedas is the predecessor of both karmamimarmsa
and brahmamimamsa and that karmamimarnsa is the immediate
predecessor of brahmamimarnsa. Furthermore, the sadhanacatustaya
referred to by Advaitins cannot be a predecessor to Brahmavicara.
Nityanityavastuvivekah, which is distinguishing between eternal and
transient entities, can truly be attained only after a critical study of
both the formar and latter parts of the Vedas. When this distinction
is itself not understood, there is no way a person can develop
ihamutraphalabhogaviragah , which is an aversion to material
pleasures, and without that, Samadamadisadhanasampat, which is the
control of one’s internal and external sensory organs, etc is indeed
impossible. Similarly, without a firm conclusion that brahmajiana
can yield supreme and eternal fruits, mumuksutva itself is hard to
attain.

Similarly, it can also be established that Karmamimarsa and
Brahmamimamsa together actuallly form a single text. Since
karmamimamsa and brahmamimamsa are both aimed at concluding
upon the nature of something that is fruitful and not pointless, and
since the phrase “pariksya... vijianartham” reveals the order of
succcession between them, it can be easily concluded that the
Karmamimamsa and Brahmamimamsa, which are actually the
inquiries into the former and latter parts of a single text called the
Vedas, together make up a single text. The logics by which these two
mimarnsas are considered together as one sastram is summarized in
the Sloka —

“ fiinasavrttiyuktinamaikyamaksaralaksmanoh/
samyat tajjiopadesasca taduktadyavirodhatah//”



(xxiv)

They are

1.

the desire of the pupil to know the meaning of the whole
Veda, consisting of both the former and the latter parts

the existence of a sequence and continuity between the two
mimarmsas

the fact that they are in fact commentaries of two parts of
the same text

the authorship of the two mimarnsas by different people
not harming their being a single text since the two
benevolent authors, Sage Veda Vyasa and Sage Jaimini, were
in fact teacher and pupil themselves and their abstinence
from commenting on the other part of the Vedas can be
explained as an act of respect for the others’ work

the word ‘dharma’ in ‘athato dharmajijiasa’ referring to
meditation of Brahman (upasana) also

the similarity in the logic of the two arguing parties in
whether this §astram should be studied or not

the definition of dharma, as given by the aphorism
‘codanalaksanortho dharmah’, being applicable to
Meditation of the Brahman as well

the preaching by the learned Sage Bodhayana that
‘sahhitametaccharirakam jaiminiyena sodasalaksaneneti
Sastraikatvasiddhih’

the non-conflicting nature of the two mimarmsas which is
evident from the references in the Brahma sttras to Sage
Jaimini’s preaching of certain concepts, as in the aphorisms
‘samjnatascet taduktamasti tu tadapi’, ‘aksaradhiyam
tvavarodhah samanyatadbhavabhyamaupasadavat taduktam’
and ‘pradhanavadeva hi taduktam’.

The contention of Advaitins that the Brahman is beyond

cognition is also disproved by the Vedas themselves by the use of

phrases such as ‘tadvijianartham’ and ‘yena veda brahmavidyam.’

This can also be concluded from the Vedic injunction “atma va are

drastavyah srotavyo mantavyo nididhyasitavyah” which recounts and

enjoins sravana, manana, nididhysana and darsana, which would be

impractical if Brahman was beyond cognition. Even if these
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inconsistencies were to be resolved by holding that the incognizability
of Brahman is merely Brahman not being the object of knowledge
born from the modifications of the mind (vrtti), there would still be
the trouble that the knowledge of Brahman could not be the means
for salvation, which goes against the Vedic injunctions ‘brahma veda
brahmaiva bhavati’, ‘brahmavidapnoti param’, etc.

At this juncture, some raise the following question — an entity
which is self—manifesting (svaprakasa or ajada) does not depend
upon another for its manifestation as seen in the case of a lamp.
Therefore, since the contrapositive must also be true, if Brahman
was congnizable, i.e., dependent on an external knowledge for its
manifestation, then it could not be self-manifesting and hence would
be jada, which is contradictory to Visistadvaita philosophy.

However, this argument is not based on sound logic. We see in
the world that even objects cognized by one means of valid knowledge
(pramana) can be cognized by another pramana. Therefore, the
Brahman being cognized by another pramana does not negate its
self-manifesting nature. That is why self-manifestation is defined as
manifesting without depending upon an external aid, and not as
manifesting without being the object of another pramana.

Also, if Brahman was beyond cognition, it could not be the object
of direct perception born from sentences (sabdaparoksa) also. It
cannot be said that Brahman is the object of modifications of the
mind (vrtti) either, since the very Vedic verse which is quoted to
establish that Brahman is beyond cognition and that it cannot be
denoted by words, ‘yato vaco nivartante aprapya manasa saha’, also
says that Brahman is not graspable by the mind. If vrtti is cognition
itself, then it follows that Brahman is cognizable. If vrtti is distinct
from cognition, then this contradicts with the experience of the form
‘janami’. It is for the same reason that the argument that
Consciousness mixed with vrtti (vrttyupahitacaitanyam) is cognition
is also debunked - since the upadhi is distinct from cognition, this
contradicts with the universal experience of the form ‘janami’.
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Therefore Brahman is indeed cognizable. Therefore, verses in the
Vedas such as “yattadadreSyam”, “yasyamatar tasya matam”,
“avijlatam vijanatarm vijiatamavijanatam”, “vijiataramare kena
vijaniyat”, “yenedam vijanati tam kena vijaniyat” and “agrhyo na
grhyate” are to be interpreted without contradicting with the verses
that propound the cognizability of Brahman.

We also cannot conclude that there is no deciding factor
(vinigamaka) between the two opposing theories or that the converse,
i.e. the non-cognizability of Brahman, is only valid. If the verses
indicating the cognizability of Brahman only intend that it is the
object of vrtti, then laksana is inevitable. If the verses refuting the
cognizability of Brahman only intend that Brahman is not the object
of certain specific cognitions, then this is possible merely by accepting
restrictions (sankoca) of the meaning of words. Since laksana is a
heavier burden to carry than sankoca, it is easier to logically conclude
that Brahman is indeed cognizable. Moreover, also according to the
tenet ‘bhuyasam syat sadharmakatvam’, the verses preaching the
cognizability of Brahman are more powerful being more in number.
Upon further analysis, if Brahman was beyond cognition, the same
drsidhatu would have to denote knowledge in the verse ‘yattadresyam’
and vrtti in the verse ‘yadbhuitayonim paripasyanti dhirah’, giving
rise to non-uniformity. Also, the verse ‘yasyamatam tasya matam’
directly spells out that Brahman is cognizable.

The Advaitins try to establish that Brahman is avedya using the
following inference — ‘Cognition (anubhutih) is avedya by virtue of
being cognition, just as the contrapositive is true in the case of a pot,
i.e. a pot is not avedya and is not cognition too’. Here, they say that
by ‘avedya’ they only refer to ‘that which cannot be the object of any
cognition’ and so even though Brahman is the object of vrtti, there
is no question of contradiction (badhah). This is not true. When
Yajiiadatta talks about Devadatta, he must have possessed some
knowledge about Devadatta just prior to said speech, be it of the
form of inference or something else. This knowledge is nothing but
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vrttyavacchinnacaitanya. Therefore, Devadatta is very much the object
of Yajnadatta’s vrttyavacchinnacaitanya which is the form of inference.
Similarly, Yajiadatta’s too would be the object of Devadattta’s
vrttyavacchinnacaitanya when he is being spoken about. In the same
way, Brahman too is indeed the object of the reflection of
Consciousness on a vrtti. Therefore, by these examples, the inference
put forth by the Advaitin is contradicted. Therefore, Brahman is very
much cognizable.

The very same Vedic injunction which enjoins that a pupil
approach a teacher to learn about the Brahman, also says “aksaram
purusam satyam brahma vidyam”, clearly showing that the object
that the pupil desires to understand is one which possesses attributes,
and not one devoid of all attributes. How can an entity which is
eternally self-manifest and devoid of all attributes be the object of
the desire to understand (jijiasa)? If itis conceeded that the jiva has
not cognized the Brahman till now, then it is inevitable that the jiva
and the Brahman are distinct. If the distinction between jiva and
Brahman is also conceeded by accepting a conditional distinction
(aupadhikabheda) or the reflection of Brahman, even then the
destruction of that would result in the destruction of the Brahman
itself.

There are several schools of thought in reconciling the desire to
understand Brahman.

1. Some say that verbal cognition exists prior to jijiasa too but
itis one which cognizes only one attribute among conflicting
ones and is not in the form of a firm conclusion.

2. Some others say that jijiiasa is possible due to an erroneous
understanding or the doubt that Brahman possesses
attributes and that this misunderstanding or doubt is
removed upon listening to the preaching of the Vedas that
Brahman is devoid of attributes.

3. Few others claim that only unobstructed direct perception
(apratibandhaparoksajiianam) is capable of removing avidya
and that is the one that is desired. However, all knowledge
that is born now, is obstructed (sapratibandha).
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4. Others hold that prior knowledge cognizes the presence of
the attribute sattva in Brahman while the knowledge that is
desired is unfragmented (akhandagocarajianam).

All these arguments are invalidated by mutual conflict itself.

The same Vedic injunction indicates which specific deity is to be
sought after through the phrase - “yena aksaram purusam veda”.
Through repeated usage in the the Vedas and the Itihasa Puranas
and also as per the rules of grammer (vyakarana), it is known that
the word ‘purusa’ refers only to Sriman Narayana. Therefore, it can
be concluded beyond doubt that Nararayana is alone the object of
Supreme Knowledge (paravidya). For instance, the Veda while
extolling God in His Tortoise form gives the etymology of the word
‘purusa’ as - “purvamevahamihasamiti tatpurusasya purusatvam”.
Since the purpose of giving the etymology of a word is always to show
that a particular object is denoted by that word, and since this
etymology is preesnt in the vicinity of the verse “antaratah
kurmabhutam sarpantam”, we can determine that the meaning of
the word ‘purusa’ is He who has the form of a tortoise. Now, it is
common knowledge that Narayana is the one who took up the form
of a tortoise in one of his avatars. Therefore, it is safe to conclude
that the word ‘purusa’ refers to Narayana and none other.

The verse in the Padma Purana which elaborates on the aforesaid
Vedic verse also says —
“Yadi va purvamevahamiheti purusam viduh/
yadi va bahudanadvai visnuh purusa ucyate//”,
clearly indicating that Narayana is denoted by the word purusa.
Even though the Vedic verse “tepasyan purodasam kurmam
bhutar sarpantam” describes the form of a tortoise for an object
other than Narayana, the only entity that possesses the form of a
Tortoise, is beginningless and is also the Creator of the Universe is
none other than Narayana. Similarly, the verse “tadvisnoh paramarn
padam sada pasyanti surayah” which talks about Narayana being the
object of sight reminds us of the verse “paratparam purusamiksate”
in the fifth section (khanda) of the Tapaniya Upanisad, which states
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that Purusa is the object of sight (iksanam). Therefore Purusa is none
other than Narayana.

The smrtis also show that Purusa is Narayana. For example, the
yajiiavalkya smrti says — “ISvaram purusakhyantu satyadharmana-
macyutam”; the yamasmrti says — “esa vai puruso visnuh vyaktavyaktah
sanatanah” and the sahasranama says — “avyayah purusah saksi
narasirmhavapuh sriman kesavah purusottamah”. Similar passages are
found in the Visnu Purana too. Therefore it is established that
Narayana is the One to be meditated upon to attain salvation.

In the verse under scrutiny, while the phrase “tam vidyam” would
have been sufficient, the word “brahma” has been introduced to
indicate that Brahman too is the subject of the preaching by the
Guru. However, it is not the preached as the vakyartha but in fact as
the dhatvartha, since only the association among entities can be the
vakyartha. It is also evident that Brahman is the important part of
the preaching from the upasarga ‘pra’ in the word ‘provaca’, which
denotes importance. By way of this, the argument that Brahman is
beyond words (avacya) is refuted. It is indeed not possible to make a
declaration that ‘Brahman is beyond words’, since it would essentially
mean that ‘the entity which is denoted by the word Brahman cannot
be denoted by words’, which is an internal-inconsistency by itself.
Without such a declaration, it is not possible to establish that Brahman
is beyond words. Therefore Brahman can very much be indicated by
words.

Also, the Candogya Upanisad says “anupraviSya namarupe
vyakaravani” which means that Brahman entered the worldly objects
after creating them in order to differentiate them by name. Therefore
it follows that Brahman is denoted by names. Similarly, Vedic passages
such as “vacasam vacyamuttamam”, “tasyoditi nama”, “yannama
tannama” and “brahmaiva vacah paramam vyoma” clearly state that
Brahman can be cognized through words. Sage Parasara too
reinforces Brahman’s vacyatvam by saying—

“tatra pujyapadarthoktih paribhasasamanvitah/
Sabdoyam nopacarena tvanyatra hyupacaratah//”.
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The verse “yato vaco nivartante” also does not imply that the
Brahman is beyond words. Since the passage starts with the verse
“saisanandasya mimamsa bhavati”, it is evident that it deals with
quantifying the bliss of Brahman and so the word ‘yat’ in the verse in
question could not possibly refer to Brahman.

Similarly, the verse “akaso ha vai namarupayornirvahita te
yadantara tadbrahma” too does not mean that Brahman is devoid of
names and forms. Since the phrase ‘ha vai’ denotes recollection
(anuvada) of something, and any recollection requires a prior
cognition (purovada), this verse is dependent upon the verses in
Sadvidya. In the Sadvidya, the verse “anupravisya namarupe
vyakaravani” clearly states that the Brahman enters the created objects
in order to differentiate them by name and form and thereby is
denoted by all names. Therefore, to avoid conflict with that verse,
the phrase ‘te yadantara’ is taken to mean that Brahman is not subject
to blemishes that come from being associated with names and forms,
not that Brahman is devoid of names and forms.

The verse “yadvaca anabhyuditam” too does not refute Brahman’s
vacyatva, since in the remainder of the passage the phrase “yena
vagabhyudyate” states that Brahman promotes or causes speech.
Therefore, “yadvacanabhyuditam” could only mean that Brahman is
not promoted by speech.

Therefore, the claim that Brahman can be denoted by words is
firmly established by the presence of sound logic and several Vedic

verses in support of the claim and the absence of any to the contrary.

This is a short overview of the contents of the Gurtpasadanavijaya.
A Summary of the Brahmavidyavijaya

This text begins by first establishing that meditation of Sriman
Narayana alone and not of any other deity can cause salvation. The
following reasonings have been used here:

1. Purusasrutyabhyasah - The unqualified word Purusa refers
to Narayana by its rudhisakti in verses such as “upasate
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purusam ye hyakamah” and “purusa evedam sarvam”, as
established earlier in the summary of Gurupasadanavijaya.
Therefore, to avoid non-uniformity in meaning, the word
Purusa refers to Narayana even when qualified, since
reiteration (abhyasa), one of the six indicators of intent
(tatparyalingam), supports this.

Aksarasabdasamanadhikaranyam — congruence (samanadhi-
karanyam) with the word Aksara also establishes that the
word Purusa refers to Narayana.

Amrtasabdah - In the verse “nityam nirafijanar nirvikalpam
paranjyotiramrtakhyarm param brahmasvarupam dhyatva
tasminneva layamapa” which is present in the purvopakranta
of the Narasimhapurana, the congruence (samanadhi-
karanyam) with the word amrta also indicates that the word
Purusa refers to Narayana. The Brahmanda purana verse
“visnvakhyamamrtam saksat vijiiaya parimucyate” with the
word ‘saksat’ indicating that the primary meaning should
be taken for the word amrta, the verse “anandatrptamacala-
mamrtamacyutam dhruvam visnusamjiam sarvadharam
dhama” in the maitrayaniya, the verse “tadeva Sukrama-
mrtam” in the abhyasyanuvaka, the verse “ajaramamrta-
mabhayamasokamanantam” repeated fourteen timesin the
subalopanisad, and the passage in the Narayaniya which
begins with the praise of Visnu in the verse “amrtavyoman
sanatanah” and goes to to iterate the word amrta in the
verses “evam stutah sa bhagavan guhyaih svayaiSca
namabhihO yatramrtah sa purusovyayatma” —all these show
that amrta is none other than Narayana. Therefore, the word
Purusa, which is in congruence (samanadhikaranyam) with
the word amrta, must also refer to Him. The preaching of
“amrtatvam” in the Satarudriya does not mean that Rudra is
amrta. It merely shows the Rudra through his favour grants
knowledge to a devotee who performs japa.

Ekarsisabdah - the verses “ekarsim sraddhayantah” and
“bhagavatene cetasa” have the same meaning and the word
bhagavata here refers to ‘one fixed on Bhagavan’ as per the
commentary of Sri Sankaracarya. Therefore, the word ekarsi
which is used in the place of the word Bhagavan in this verse
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must be synonymous to it and hence refers to Bhagavan
alone.

5. Pratyabhijia-The verses “yaima visva bhuvanani juhvadrsir-
hota nisasadapita nah” and “yo devanam namadha eka eva”
in the taittirtyanuvaka use the words rsi and eka to refer to
Narayana respectively and so the word ekarsi in the verse in
question must also refer to Narayana.

6. Lingam - The anuvaka “ya ima visva” is especially known to
talk about Narayana since it talks about the One who
possesses the navel lotus in which the creator of all the worlds
in born in the verse “ajasya nabhavadhyekamarpitam
yasminnidam visvarh bhuvanamadhisrita”.

7. Upabrmhanam - This is further elaborated in the
anusasanika parva of the mahabharata in the verse —
“ ajasya nabhavadhyekam yasmin visvam samarpitam/
puskaram puskaraksasya tasmai padmatmane namah// “.

A question arises here that, since in the beginning of the
vajasaneyaka, the verse “1Savasyamidam sarvam” refers to Rudra by
the word 15a and says that He enters and resides in every entity,
therefore, in the concluding verse “pusannekarse” too, the word
Ekarsi must refer to Rudra. However, the solution to this is simple as
the verse in the beginning itself does not talk about Rudra. If the
word 1Savasyam was generated as “ISena rudrena avasyamiti 1Savasyam”,
meaning ‘resided within by 1Sa (Rudra)’, then instrumentality
(karanatvam) of Rudra would have to be informed by laksana and it
has to be assumed that the case-ending that is seen in the verse
disappears. On the other hand, if the word 1Savasyam was generated
as “Ista iti 1t, tena 18a sarvaniyantra purusottamena avasyam”, meaning
‘resided within by the Narayana the controller of all entities’, none
of these hardships arise. Therefore, since the opening verse itself
talks about Narayana, the word Ekarsi in the concluding verse too
refers to Him alone. Sri Sankaracarya too explains the meaning of
the phrase ‘1Savasyam’ in the same way as shown above.

The Antaradityavidya also talks about Narayana. In the passage
“ya esontaraditye hiranmayah puruso drsyate hiranyasSmasrurhiranya-
kesa apranakhatsarva eva suvarnah/ tasya yatha kapyasam
pundarikamevamaksini tasyoditi nama sa esah sarvebhyah
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papmabhya udita udeti ha vai sarvebhyah papmabhyo ya evarh veda”,
the phrase ‘esa drsyate’ is a recollection (anuvada) of a direct
perception of the Upasaka and the phrase ‘ya esontaraditye’ preaches
the presence of a Purusa inside the Sun, since this is previously
unknown. The word Purusa here denotes Narayana since there are
several unique characteristics of Narayana mentioned in the passage.
Possessing eyes that are beautiful as a lotus (pundarikaksatvam),
possing two eyes (aksidvitvam), being devoid of sins
(apahatapapmatvam), the capability to destroy the sins of devotees
(sarpapanasakatvam) and being the object of meditation that causes
salvation (mumukstupasyatvam) are indeed the unique characteristics
of Narayana and none other. Since Rudra has three eyes, the
preaching of the similarity with a lotus regarding two eyes cannot be
related to Rudra.

In addition, the verse “ya esontaraditye hiranmayah purusah” in
the taittirtyamahopanisad clearly states that Narayana is the one
residing within the Sun. Since the preceding anuvaka talks about
Narayana, it can be concluded that the whole of taittirtyamahopanisad
is in praise of Narayana. The Anandavalli too reads “sa yascayarn
puruse/ yascasavaditye/ sa ekah”. Since the Narayananuvaka clearly
states that the One residing within the Atman (purusa) is Narayana
and the Anandavalli verse preaches that the Ones residing within
the Atman and the Sun are one and the same, the verse ‘ya
esontaraditye hiranmayah purusah’ too talks about Narayana and
no other. Although the verse “rtam satyam pararm brahma purusam
krsnapingalam/ trdhvaretam virapaksam” seems to be about Rudra
due to the presence of the word virupaksa, it actually is about
Narayana the One being spoken about is said to be “Krsnapingala”.
The fact that Narayana is the one who is Krsnapingala is evident
form the verse—

“tanmadhye daharakasam tanmadhye suryamandalam/
tanmadhye paramanandam vapusa kysnapingalam //
narayanam jagannatham vasudevamanamayam,/”
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from the yogarnava. The verse “tasya cintayato netrat tejah
samabhavat mahat/

daksinam vahnisankasam vamanm tuhinasannibham //”
from the varaha purana says that Narayana is both hot and cold,
thereby making him the possessor of two conflicting attributes and
hence fit to be denoted by the word virupaksa.

While commenting on the Savitri Mantra too, the fact that
Narayana resides within the Sun is shown in the verse—
“savitustadvarenyantu satyadharmanamisvaram/
hiranyavarnam purusam vyoma tadvispusamjiitam//”.
At this juncture, the Brahmavidyavijaya elaborately explains, using
several passages from the Vedas and smrtis, that Narayana who resides
within the Sun is the one spoken of in the Gayatri Mantra.

The antaraksividya too is about Narayana. Since the principal
verse of this passage - “ya esontaraksini puruso drsyate saivark tatsama
tadatharva tadyajustadbrahma tasyaitasya tadeva rupam yadamusya
rupar yavamusya gesnau tau gesnau yannama tannama” - mentions
the word ‘purusaly’, itis indeed about Narayana. The brhadaranyaka
too says “tadyatsatyamasau sa adityo ya eva etasmin mandale purusah
yascayam daksine aksan” meaning that the One residing within the
eye is none other than the One residing within the Sun, who has
already been established as Narayana. After praising the person
residing within the eyes as Indra in the verse “indho ha vai namaisa
yoyam daksine aksan purusastam evamindham santamindra
ityacaksate paroksena athaitadvame aksini purusaripamesasya patni
virat”, the Upanisad goes on to talk about the Wife of Indra as “radasi
brhati §rirasi indrapatni dharmapatni”, identifying her as Sridevi and
therefore confirming that the deity residing within the eyes in indeed
Narayana.

The Daharavidya too speaks about Narayana alone. The verse in
the Chandogya Upanisad that reveals the Daharavidya is as follows -
“atha yadidamasmin brahmapure daharam pundarikarm vesma
daharosminnantara akasastasmin yadantastadanvestavyam tadvava
vijijiasitavyam”. The daharakasha mentioned here is indeed
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Narayana, since qualities unique to Him such as being devoid of sins
(apahatapapmatvam) are mentioned here. The brhadaranyaka too
says “ya esontarhrdaya akasah” meaning that the One residing within
the space in the heartis none other than Narayana, the consort of of
Lakshmi, who resides within the eye.

There are several verses in the Jabalopanisad such as “hrdyakase
pare kose divyoyamatma svapiti”, “yah prane yo vijiane yah anande
yo hrdyakase ya atasmin sarvasminnantare safcarati soyamatma
tamatmanamupasita ajaramamrtamasokamanantam”, “antassarire
nihito guhayamaja eko nityo yasya prthivi sariram”, “antassarire nihito
guhayamh suddhah soyamatma” and “sarvesvaramacintyamasariram

nihitarmh guhayamamrtam” which bolster the above conclusions.

The atmaprabodhopanisad reads “atha yadidarm brahmapura-
midam pundarikam”, The kathavalli contains the verse -

“tam durdarsam gudhamanupravistam guhahitam gahvarestham
puranam/
adhatmayogadhigamena devam mattva dhiro harsasokau jahati//”.

There are similar passages in the mundakopanisad too which
praise Narayana as the one residing within the heart. The verse “sa
uttamah purusah” states that the object of meditation of one who
follows the daharavidya is the Supreme Being, helping draw the
conclusion that He is none other than Narayana.

There are several passages in the Upanisads that contain the word
akasa, such as “sarvani ha va imani bhutani akasadeva samutpadyante
akaso ha vai ebhyo jyayan akasah parayanam”, “daharosminnantara
akasah”, “tatrapi dahram gaganam visokah”, “akaso ha vai
naparupayornirvahita” and “yadesa akasa anando na syat”. To avoid
non-uniformity in all these places, it is esssential that the word akasa
has the same meaning in all these verses. Now, the quality of being
superior than everyone, which is stated in the phrase “akaso ha vai
ebhyo jyayan”, is told to be an attribute of Narayana in the Purusasukta
verse “ato jyayamsca purusah”. Similarly, the quality of being the
creator of the whole universe, which is mentioned in the phrase
“akasadeva samutpadyante”, is praised as the glory of Narayana in
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the verse “eko ha vai narayana asit na brahma nesano neme
dyavaprthivi narayanat brahma jayate narayanat rudro jayate”.
Therefore, the word akasa in all the passages quoted above must
refer to Narayana alone.

Although the phrase “Sambhurakasamadhye” seems to be about
Rudra superficially, the word Sambhuh here is actually generated as
“Sarh sukham bhavayati iti Sambhuh”, meaning ‘that which generates
pleasure’. Therefore, it refers to the innumerous holy attributes of
Narayana. If the word sambhuh was taken to refer to Rudra, then
this would contradict with the verse “asmin kamassamahitah”.
Alternatively, the word sambhuh could be considered as referring to
Narayana Himself. In no way can it refer to Rudra since Rudra being
the antaryami (Controller who resides within) of Narayana goes
squarely against the Vedic verse “narayanat rudro jayate”. The word
akasa is the aforementioned verse refers to the common space within
the heart, as there is nothing wrong in accepting non-uniformity in
meaning of the same word in different passages to avoid a
contradiction (badha). The fact that the word sambhuh refers to
Narayana can also be understood from the verse “svayambhus-
sambhuradityah” in the sahasranama. Therefore it is safe to conclude
that the daharakasa is none other than Narayana.

This is the summary of the contents of the Brahmavidyavijaya.
A Summary of the Sadvidyavijaya

The Supreme Being Brahman is the One who is to be meditated
upon by one who desires salvation. This meditation is known as vidya
and is of many types. However, Brahman is the object of all the vidyas.
Next, to ascertain Brahman rightly, the Upanisads state that the
Creator of the Universe is Brahman, through the verse “yato va imani
bhitani jayanteO”. This Creatorship of the Brahman is explained in
detail in the Sadvidya. The first segment (khanda) therein gives an
introduction to the purport of the whole Sadvidya. The next six
segments explain the intended concepts clearly and the final nine
segments establish these concepts beyong doubt.
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The first segment contains the story of a father and his son.
Uddalaka out of love for his son desires to preach to him about the
Brahman. In order to kindle his interest in the subject, he questions
him whether he has learnt from his Gurus about that entity which
when known makes everything known, in the verse “uta tamadesam
apraksyah yenasrutam Srutarm bhavati amatarn matam avijiatar
vijiatam”. The word ‘adesa’ here refers to the Controller. Following
the axiom ‘“vivaksatah karakani bhavanti”, the doer (karta) here is
considered to be the instrumental cause (karana). The phrases
‘yenasrutam Srutam bhavati’ etc mean ‘that entity by hearing of which
everything unheard of becomes heard of’, ‘that entity by pondering
which everything not pondered hitherto becomes pondered’ and
‘that entity by meditating upon which everything not meditated upon
becomes meditated upon’. This must be understood from the similar
passage in the Maitrayaniya Upanisad which says “atmani khalvare
drste Srute mate vijiiate idarn sarvar vijiatar bhavati” and also from
the fact that this portion of the Sadvidya aims to preach that the
Brahman is the material cause (upadanakaranam) of this universe.
The word ‘vijianam’ in this verse refers to meditation
(nididhyasanam). The word ‘asrutam’ refers to the entity not being
heard of in the gross form while the word ‘Srutarh’ refers to the entity
being heard of in the subtle form. Therefore, there is no conflict in
the verse. The purpose of talking about learning, pondering and
meditation separately is to firmly establish that all objects are
cognized. To resolve the contradiction that the knowledge of one
cannot become the knowledge of other objects, the examples of the
pot and so on are shown by the Upanisad. The word ‘mrt’ here refers
to mud in the form of a ball (pinda).

The pot that is created from the ball of mud should not be
considered a separate entity just because its form and name have
changed. For the purpose of verbal indication and to perform certain
activities like the fetching of water, the ball of mud undergoes a
transformation to attain the form of a pot and also attains a new
name. However, the entity is one and the same since we are able to
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recollect that ‘the ball of mud which was seen by me here in the
morning has now become a pot, it is in fact not distinct from the
mud’.

After this, the next six segments talk about Gross (samasti) and
Distinguishing (vyasti) creation. The act of mixing of the elements
(trivitkaranam) has also been shown to explain Gross Creation. In
order to show that the transformation and the new names attained
by the universe extend upto the Brahman, it is shown that this
distinction of the universe by name and form is caused by the
Brahman entering each and every object created by It. The
instrumentality of the Jiva when the Brahman enters into non-sentient
objects is also detailed, to establish that the Jivas too are a product or
effect (karya) of Brahman. The plausibility of trivitkaranam is also
shown here. Also, to show that the Jiva too is an effect of the Brahman
through its body, the Upanisad shows that our bodies are made up
of three elements and that it is nurtured by them.

In the second segment, Gross Creation (samasti srsti) has been
explained. The verse “sadeva somyedamagra asidekamevadvitiyam”
says that ‘idam’ - this universe in the product state (karyavastha) that
we perceive and is made up of sentient and non-sentient entities that
are distinct by name and form, ‘agre’ - before creation during the
great deluge, ‘advitiyam’ - without depending on a separate doer,
‘ekam’ - without distinction by name and form and therefore devoid
of the plurality that exists in the product state, ‘sat asit’ — existed.
Therefore, the phrase ‘idam sat asit’ means - that which possesses at
its attributes the sentient and non-sentient entities in their gross state
(sthulacetanacetanavisistam) existed earlier as one which possesses
as its attributes the sentient and non-sentient entities in their subtle
state (suksmacetanacetanaviSistam). The phrase “tadaiksata” says that
Brahman willed the universe into existence indicating that Brahman
is the efficient cause (nimittakaranam) of the Universe; the phrase
“bahu syam” says that the Brahman itself became many indicating
that Brahman is the material cause (upadanakaranam) too for this

Universe.
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The third segment talks about Individual Creation (vyasti srsti).
For the distinction of worldly objects by name and form to extend
upto Brahman, it is shown that the Brahman enters the objects that
are created. The instrumentality of the Jivawhen the Brahman enters
in non-sentient objects is also detailed to establish that the Jivas too
are a product or effect (karya) of Brahman. Since the gross elements
in their pure form are not fit to create the universe, it is shown that
Brahman vows to do trivitkaranam in order to achieve distinction by
name and form. Since the Brahman enters are the created objects, it
indirectly becomes the bearer of states of transformation (avastha),
thereby making it the material cause (upadanakaranam). The non-
sentient entities becomes products through their states of
transformation (avastha). The sentient entities become products
through the bearers of the states of transformation (avasthavat). The
Supreme Being becomes a product through both the sentient and
non-sentient entities. Just as causality can be indirect, the bearing of
something (ashrayatvam) can also be indirect, as in the case of a
person who is sleeping on a cot being referred to as one who is
sleeping on the terrace. Therefore the material cause and the product
are both Visista entities (the Supreme Being possessing sentient and
non-sentient entities as His attributes).

A question arises here - when we say that the Visista Brahman is
the material cause, if both the collection of sentient and non-sentient
entities (viSesanam) and the Brahman (viSesyam) are the material
cause, or if the Brahman (viSesyam) alone is the material cause, then
it would contradict with vedic verses that say that Brahman is non-
changing (nirvikara). If the sentient and non-sentient entities
(viSesanam) alone were the material cause then it would mean that
Brahman is not the cause. So how can this be explained?

The answer is that both the viSesanam and viSesyam are material
causes but there is the distinction that the viSesanam in the ViSista
Brahman in the causal state is the material cause of the viSesanam in
the Visista Brahman in the caused state and similarly the visesyam is
the material cause of the viSesyam. As said earlier, Brahman is the
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indirect bearer of transformations and so it can be said that the Visista
Brahman is the material cause.

The fourth segment shows evidence to support trivitkaranam and
the absence of any other effect. To show that the Jiva too is an effect
of the Brahman through its body, the fifth segment preaches that
our bodies are made up of three elements — fire, water and earth.
The sixth segment explains siksmanirgama.

Thus having given his son svetaketu the knowledge that Brahman
is material cause for this universe, the father uddalaka, out of love
for his son, fears that someone might confuse his son again and steal
this great knowledge from him. Therefore, he himself raises doubts
in the aforementioned subject and clears them, so that the knowledge
that the Brahman is the material cause becomes firm in Svetaketus
mind. This is the aim of the next nine segments in the Sadvidya.

It must be shown that all six indicators of the intent
(sadvidhatatparyalinga) of the Sadvidya point to the fact that the
Visista Brahman is the material cause of the universe. The upakrama
(beginning) of the Sadvidya has the phrases “adesam” and
“yenasrutam”; The upasamhara (conclusion) says “aitadatmyamidam
sarvam sa atma”; this verse is repeated several times in the Sadvidya ,
showing abhyasa (reiteration); the novelty of this conceptis common
knowledge; the fruit (phalam) is declared in the phrase “atha
sampatsye”; there is eulogy (arthavada) of this concept also in the
form of the story about a father and his son; the citing of examples
and the mention of Brahman entering the created entities shows
plausibility (upapattih); therefore, all six indicators of intent in the
Sadvidya point to the ViSista Brahman being the material cause. This
way, other Vedic verses too are not contradicted.

The Dvaitins interpret this passage as follows - the declaration
(pratijna) and citing of examples (drstanta) are based on similarity
(sadrsyam) and significance (pradhanyam). The verse “yenasrutam
Srutam bhavati” means that, since Brahman is the bestower of all
fruits, once He is own, everything else is as good as known. This is
similar to how knowledge of the word mrt (Mud) makes all words
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that are mrnomaya (corrupt forms of the word Mud in other
languages) as good as known. The words in the other languages are
indeed non-pervasive. Sanskrit pervades all regions. Therefore, since
the practical applications that are done in each individual region
using corrupt forms of the word ‘mrt’ can all be done by knowing
the word ‘mrt’ in Sanskrit, the corrupt words are said to be as good
as known. This is explained in the verse “vacarambhanamO” whose
meaning is that - the corrupt words are initiated by speech and hence
are transient; only the word mrt is eternal.

The Advaitins’ interpretation is as follows — The material cause
for this universe which is illusory must also be illusory and this is
called maya, just as the mud which is imagined on the Brahman is
the cause for a pot. The cause and effect are said to be one since they
reside in the same substrate. Once this distinction is known, the
universe indeed becomes known, since an illusory object is nothing
but the substrate (adhistanam) on which it is fabricated. This is
evident from the example where once the ball of mud is known, its
effects like the pot are also known, since they are all imagined on
Brahman. The word vacarambhanam means that speech is the basis
of these entities, thereby making them vyavaharika, i.e. entities that
merely have a practical existence. ‘mrttiketyeva satyam’ means that
effects such as the pot truly exist in the form of mud only since there
is no separate existence of the illusory pot.

In the Dvaita stand explained above, since the Brahman is not
taken as the material cause of this Universe, contradictions with many
verses from the Vedas and smrtis would arise. The meaning of the
verse in question is implausible too, since similarity is common to all
entities and not unique to Brahman, making the unique refernce to
Brahman in the phrase “tamadesamapraksyah” impossible. The citing
of examples is pointless too. Moreover, it is not established that
knowledge of one entity will cause the knowledge of other similar
entities. If it is merely said the knowledge is based on the previous
knowledge, then that can be true even without similarity, making
the passage useless.
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In the Advaita interpretation, since the word upadana (material
cause) is taken to mean exactly the opposite of that, since the substrate
cannot become the material cause, there is some inauthenticity. The
oneness of the substrate with the illusory objects is also unestablished
since there is no evidence to support it. Therefore only an illusory
object can be one with an illusory object. Moreover, the words asruta
amata and avijiata would have to be taken to mean something else
by laksana. Moreover, since the illusory nature of the universe is not
known prior to this preaching, the concept that the mud and the pot
are none other than the Brahman is itself not established. Since the
example itself is unknown, its explanation in the verse
“vacarambhanamO” is also useless. The meaning of the sentence
that they desire cannot be understood unless the illusory nature of
the universe is already known.

In addition to these fallacies, the words mrpinda, mrnmaya,
lohamani, lohamaya, nakhanikrntana and karsnayasa would all have
to mean something else by laksana. Also, since the phrase
“vacarambhanam” is sufficient to preach that these objects are illusory,
the parts “mrttiketyeva satyam” and so on are useless. There is some
inauthenticity too when the word vacarambhanam is taken to mean
vyavaharika. The interpretation that ‘once the Brahman is known,
everything else is known to be illusory’ is also not sound since the
knowledge of pot etc are also in reality about Brahman as per the
Advaita philosophy but this does not cause the knowledge that all
the universe is illusory. Finally, there is the fallacy of self-reliance
(atmashraya) if they say that the uniqueness of Brahman must be
known in order to know that the universe is illusory. There are many
more fallacies too in their interpretation.

The claim that everything other than Brahman in this Universe
is illusory, since it is fabricated by the influence of avidya, is also not
logical since there is no evidence to support the entity avidya as
defined by you. If avidya is to be accepted just because the illusory
nature of the universe cannot be explained otherwise, then we are
stuck in self-reliance (atmashraya) again. It also cannot be said that
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the cognition ‘ahamajnah’ is evidence of the existence of avidya since
it cannot be a cognition of the absence of knowledge since the
substrate (dharmi) and the counterpart (pratiyogi) of the absence
are very much cognized at that very instant. This is because the avidya
that you claim to be an existent (bhava) entity too cannot be the
object of the cognition ‘ahamajiah’ since there is cognition of the
substrate and the counterpart of avidya at that instant. Accepting a
separate avidya that is an abhava is also a complex fabrication that
can be avoided. Moreover, several attributes like the quality of
possessing parts and transformations have to be conceeded for this
avidya causing further complexity in the argument.

In the Visistadvaita philosophy, since all absence (abhava) is
considered as the existence (bhava) of some other entity according
to the adage “bhavantaramabhavo hi kayacittu vyapeksaya”, the
cognition ‘ahamajnah’ grasps the substrate and its attributes and
nothing else new. Therefore this argument is simple to comprehend.

The recollection of the form ‘I did not cognize anything all this
while’ by one who just woke up from sleep also cannot be evidence
of an avidya that is a bhava entity, since this cognition could very well
be about the absence of knowledge rather than a separate avidya
entity. Moreover, since Advaitins hold that the Mind (antahkaranam)
is destroyed during deep sleep, avidya cannot be cognized with the
antahkaranam as its substrate during deep sleep and definitely not
with the Soul as its substrate after having woken up. Since such a
person also recollects ‘I didn’t cognize even the duration of my sleep’,
it is impossible for him to have experienced avidya while sleeping.
Therefore, this recollection is very much an inference and is about
the absence of knowledge. The rejuvination of the sensory organs
(indriyaprasada) is perceivable after sleep. This indicates that the
sensory organs had stopped functioning (indriyavyapara-uparama)
which would lead to an absence of knowledge. Thus the absence of
knowledge can be inferred from the rejuvination of the sensory
organs.
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The Advaitins put forth the following inference to establish avidya
as an existent entity — “vivadadhyasitamh pramanajianam
svapragabhavavyatirikta-svavisayavarana-svanivartya-svadesagata-
vastvantarapurvakam aprakasitarthaprakasakatvat andhakare
prathamotpannapradipaprabhavat” meaning “That knowledge,
which is obtained with the help of the acccepted means of proof and
which is the subject of dispute has, for its antecedent in time, another
existent thing which is different from the antecedent non-existence
of that knowledge itself, and veils the objects of that knowledge, and
is capable of being removed by that very knowledge, and is existent
in the same place as that knowledge; because it brings to light objects
which were unknown before, and is thus like the light of the lamp-
flame firstlit up in the midst of darkness”. This too is easily disproved.
If by pramanajnanam they refer to vrtti, then the inference is
contradicted since vrtti cannot remove avidya. If it refers to
Consciousness (caitanyam), then too the inference is contradicted
since Consciousness does not have a pragabhava (antecedent non-
existence). If Consciousness limited by vrtti is what is referred to,
then, since vrtti itself could be remover of avidya, it befalls that
Consciousness is not the remover of avidya. Similarly, avidya can never
stop the production of knowledge about itself and thereby be a veil,
since when avidya which is an obstacle exists, knowledge can never
be born and so there is no way out.

It also cannot be said that avidya as an existent entity is established
since, without it, an illusory universe cannot exist; since the illusory
nature of the universe itself cannot been established.

Vedic verses such as “anrtena hi pratyudhah”, “tesam
satyanamamrtamapidhanam”, “nasadasinno sadasit tadanim tama asit
tamasa gudhamagre praketam”, “indro mayabhih pururtupa iyate”,
“avidyayamantare vartamanah”, “ajamekam lohitasuklakrsnam” and
“ntharena pravrta” too don’t help establish an existent entity known
as avidya. The word ‘anrta’ refers to sinful deeds; the word ‘tamas’
refers to prakrti which transforms into this universe during creation;
the word ‘maya’ in “indro mayabhih pururtupa iyate” also refers to
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prakrti in accordance to the the verse “mayantu prakrtim vidyat”;
the words ‘avidya’ and ‘nihara’ too refer to either deeds or prakrti;
therefore none of these are evidence of an existent entity known as
avidya’.

The fabrication of avidya is useless too. It also cannot be said that
the non-manifestation of the Brahman is the purpose of avidya, since
Brahman being manifestation itself would not exist anymore if its
manifestation was hindered. If manifestation is conceeded to be a
quality distinct from the entity Brahman, then it goes against the
Advaita philosophy. Since the manifestation of Brahman does not
have a beginning, hindering it cannot mean stopping its production.
Therefore, avidya hindering the manifestation of Brahman can only
mean the destruction of Brahman. Therefore, Brahman should not
manifest itself once salvation is attained. The manifestation of
Brahman cannot have a beginning since it is Brahmans nature to
self-manifest without a beginning. Moreover, if the manifestation is
real, then it would mean that there are two real entities in the universe,
which is againt the Advaita philosophy. If the manifestation itself is
illusory, then, since it continues to exist after salvation too, everything
other than the one real entity, Brahman, has not been destroyed
and such a state cannot hence be called salvation at all. If
manifestation ceases to exist once salvation is attained, then Brahman
could not be self-manifesting by nature. Therefore, the fabrication
of avidya is pointless.

This avidya is not capable of enshrouding (tirodhanam) anything
either. If it were to enshroud Brahman, then Brahman would have
to posses ignorance (ajiana), which goes against several vedic
passages that state that Brahman is omniscient. Moreover, ajiiana is
experienced to reside on the ahamartha through congnitions such
as ‘aham ajiah’ and so cannot reside on the Brahman. It also cannot
be said that avidya enshrouds an entity other than Brahman since
there is no true manifesting entity other Brahman which can be
enshrouded. Although Consciousness limited by the Mind is self-
manifesting, it cannot be enshrouded. If this manifestation is the
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entity itself, then its enshrouding would mean the destruction of the
entity. If it is distinct from the entity, then it could not be an effect of
the self-manifesting nature at all.

Some say that the ineligibility to be called ‘existing’ or
‘manifested’ or the elibility to be called ‘non-existing’ or
‘unmanifested’ is what is meant by tirodhanam, and so, Consciousness
can be enshrouded in its nature as bliss, and non enshrouded as
consciousness at the same time. This is not possible since
Consciousness is self-manifesting and so is always eligible to be called
as ‘existing’ or ‘manifested’. When there is vrtti causing joy, it cannot
be enshrouded. When there is no such modification, there is no
question of enshrouding it. Also, if this bliss is a vrtti and hence distinct
from the entity, then the claim that ajiana enshrouds Brahman is
lost. It also cannot be said that enshrouding and its absence are
because of the fabrication (adhyasa) of distinction from the bliss of
consciousness because then, since the non-manifestation of joy can
be explained by the fabrication of distinction itself, the activity of
enshrouding is no longer required.

This avidya which is in the form of an existent entity does not
have a bearer or substrate too. It obviously cannot have as its bearer
the self-manifesting Consciousness. It also cannot be said the the
joint consciousness is the bearer; if it rests in the attribute then the
claim that it resides on consciousness is lost; if it resides on the
attribute and the entity then it would lead to the same fallacy
explained before and also cause the omniscient Brahman to be
shrouded by ignorance. If it is said that although avidya resides on
Brahman, it acts upon the Mind only, then there is no use in
postulating that it resides on Brahman since it might as well reside
on the Mind itself. It also cannot be said that Brahman itself is
eternally the bearer of avidya, since accepting thatitis pravaha anadi
is simpler. If the Mind which is non self-manifesting cannot be the
bearer of avidya, then it is simpler to acccept that avidya, like the sky,
has no bearer, rather than concocting that Brahman is the bearer.

Moreover, if anything other than Consciousness is the bearer of
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avidya, then it goes against the Advaita philosophy. Since there is no
scope of manifestation of such an entity, there is no question of
enshrouding it and so the postulation of avidya would be useless.
Therefore, some consciousness other than the self-manifesting
consciousness called Brahman must be the bearer of avidya. Thus,
the distinction between Brahman and jiva is established.

The entity called avidya is itself impractical. If it really exists, then
the philosophy of non-dualism is lost. It also cannot be the material
cause of the universe since it possesses a different degree of reality
than the universe. If avidya only has a practical existence, then it
cannnot be the material cause of things that exist only in appearance
and vice versa. If an object possessing a different degree of realism
can also be the material cause of the Universe, then there is no need
to accept the existence of avidya since Brahman itself can be the
material cause of the illusory Universe.

The definition of avidya too is fragile. It cannot be said that the
quality of being eternal coupled with the quality of being removed
by knowledge that is born independent of anything born from avidya
itselfis the definition of avidya, since avidya cannot be the counterpart
of the removal caused by knowledge. This is because the removal of
avidya is none other than Brahman itself which is not born from
knowledge.

It also cannot be said that the quality of existing without fail before
the knowledge which has the same object as itself, coupled with the
quality of being destroyed by said knowledge, is the definition of
avidya, since this would hold true for every preceding knowledge
thatis destroyed by the succeeding knowledge and since the existence
of the previous cognitions is none other than Brahman and so the
quality of existing without fail in the previous moment is also true.
Also, this holds true for enshrouding Brahman too and the usage of
the term ‘knowledge’ twice is also useless.

It also cannot be said that the quality of being the counterpart of
the destruction that is caused without any delay by jiana, by virtue of
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it being jiana alone, is the definition of avidya, since the removal of
avidya is nothing but the removal of the association with avidya and
this born only from the removal of avidya and hence is not born
from jiiana. Moreover, this defition holds true for all cognition which
is capable of causing its own destruction.

It also cannot be said that the quality of being destroyed by jiana
without the requirement of any transient other than cognition itself
is the definition of avidya, since the removal of association with avidya
is dependent on the removal of avidya which is none other than
Brahman itself which is not transient. Therefore, the definition would
hold true for the association with avidya too. Even if causality here
includes the quality of causing the continued existence of something,
the removal of the association with avidya is none other than the
removal of avidya which in turn is Brahman itself, this definition
would hold true for the association with avidya also. Similarly, other
definitions put forth by the Advaitins are also defective.

Moreover, it must be clearly stated that what is meant by the
manifestation of avidya. If manifestation is the avidya entity itself,
then it would become non-self-manifesting. If it is distinct from the
avidya entity, then if it is distinct from Brahman too, then again it
would have to be non self-manifesting. If it was not distinct from
Brahman, then avidya would have to be eternal.

It also cannot be said that the manifestation of avidya is nothing
but consciousness limited by the modificaiton of the mind in the
form of avidya, since that would mean that Consciousness is the
manifestation of avidya since vrtti are non self-manifesting. This would
lead to the problem that since Consciousness is eternal, avidya too
would have to be eternal.

The remover of avidya cannot be proven too. If Consciousness
alone was the remover, then the avidya entity should never have
existed and the injunction of sravana and so on would be useless. It
also cannot be said Consciousness reflected in the vrtti is the remover,
since in that case too Consciousness itself should be the remover as
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this knowledge cognizes nothing more than Consciousness itself. The
ability of the sensory perception of the white colour to stop the
cognition of a conch as a yellow one, while the inference of white
colour cannot do the same, is because that is the quality of sensory
perception. In the present situation however, the quality of being
reflected in the vrtti does not have a bearing on whether Consiousness
can remove avidya and so it is not the same as the example. This is
exactly why neither Consciousness with it’s instrumental causality
limited by vrtti nor Consciousness that it infuenced by vrtti can be
the remover of avidya. If Consciousness coupled with vrtti is the
remover, then it effectively means that vrtti is the remover, since
Consciosuness alone has been rejected as the remover. However,
this is not possible since vrtti is non self-manifesting and hence cannot
be the remover. Moreover, if this vrtti cognizes nothing more than
the Consciousness, then the previously mentioned defect that
Consciousness too should be the remover resufaces. If vrtti cognizes
more than the Consciousness, then that which is cognized newly must
be accepted as illusory in order to preserve non-dualism. This in
turn would mean that knowledge of an illusory object is the means
of salvation, breaking the established axiom that cognition of the
one true entity as it is is the remover of avidya.

It also cannot be said that cognition of Brahman’s matchlessness
(advitiyatvam) is the remover of avidya and that this matchlessness is
nothing but Brahman itself; if avidya was to enshroud this Brahman,
the world would become blind. If avidya did not enshroud this
Brahman, then, since avidya does not have matchlessness as its object,
avidya cannot be removed by cognition of this matchlessness. This is
because only that cognition which has the same object as an ajiana
can be the remover of said ajiiana. Moreover, if cognition of Brahman
is capable of removing the primordial avidya, then cognitions of
objects such as a pot must also be capable of removing avidya, since
they too cognize the very same Brahman.

It also cannot be said that, in accordance with the vedic verse
“Srotavyah srutivakyebhyah”, only that cognition of Brahman which
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arises from the verses in the Vedas coupled with the niyamadrsta (an
adrsta born from the adherence to a restriction) is capable of
removing the ajianam of Brahman; a niyamadrsta is conceived only
where the effect follows the existence and non-existence of the
niyamadrsta. In the present situation however, the effect that is the
removal of ajianam can be produced even without such a niyamadrsta
and so there is no necessity to conceive one. Therefore the remover
of avidya cannot be recognised clearly in the Advaita philosophy.

Similarly, it is impossible to describe what the removal of avidya
actually means. If this removal of avidya is illusory, then the material
cause of this illusion must also co-exist with this and so there is no
prospect of true salvation. If the removal of avidya is real and none
other than Brahman itself, then it would have to be eternal and avidya
could not have existed in the first place. Also, since Brahman is not
born from the cognition of truth, the axiom that salvation is caused
by tattvajiiana would also be falsified. Moreover, Brahman which exists
simultaneously with avidya cannot be the removal of avidya, since
there is no contradiction between them. The Brahman that exists
after the birth of tattvajiana cannot be said to be the removal of
avidya; as there is no joint entity that is distinct from the constituent
entities, this would effectively mean that the constituents of the joint
entity are the removal of avidya. However, the fallacies in this
argument have already been shown.

Moreover, since the verse “mayantu prakrtim vidyat” says that
avidya and prakrti are one and the verse “gauranadyantavati” says
that prakrti is eternal, there can be no such thing as the removal of
avidya. Even if we were to accept the karmadharaya samasa here and
say that this verse shows that avidya is destroyable (antavati), the
conflicts with verses such as “nitya satatavikriya” and “ajamekam”
cannot be resolved.

Therefore, there is no evidence to support an existent avidya
entity since it is not capable of enshrouding Brahman, its substrate
cannot be shown, its definition is flawed, its manifestation itself is
impossible, it has no clear agent to cause its removal and since its



(1i)

removal itself cannot be described realistically. Therefore, there is
no point in fabricating such an avidya entity and so there is no
evidence to prove that this universe that we behold is illusory.

A Summary of the Advaitavidyavijaya

This text aims to refute important concepts in the Advaita
philosophy by showing Vedic passages and sound logic that contradict
them. A few of the concepts disproved here are - the illusory nature
or non-existence of the universe, the oneness or identity of Jiva and
Brahman, the Atman being distinct from the ahamarthai.e. the object
of the cognition of the form ‘aham’, and the capability of Vedic verses
such as ‘tattvamasi’ to cause non-fragmented cognition (akhandartha-
bodha).

(1) The real existence of the Universe

The Advaitins hold that the Brahman alone is real and that
everything else is illusory (mithya). This is not true as there is no
pramana to support it. The illusory nature (mithyatvam) of the
universe cannot be cognized by the senses as mithyatvam is made of
up components that are beyond the senses.

Some say that mithyatvam is established by inferences and Vedic
testimony. The inferences are of the form — the universe is illusory
since it is (a) perceivable (drsya) (b) transitory (vyavartamana) (c)
distinct from Brahman (brahmavyatirikta) (d) limited (paricchinna)
or (e) non self-manifesting (jada), just as the Suktirupya (silver
cognized in place of a seashell). The Vedic passages that support

”

these are “neha nanasti kinicana”, “ekamevadvittiyam”, and so on.

However, this argument is not infallible since badhitatvam (being
contradicted) and avikaritvam (being unchanging) are limitations
(upadhi) in the said inferences. After cognizing an object, we can
say that it was illusory only if we cognize later that the object does
not exist (badhajianam). However, this does not happen in the case
of objects in the world such as a pot or a cloth. Therefore they cannot
be illusory. It should also not be questioned that even though there
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is no contradiction by sensory perception (pratyaksa), there is
contradiction by Vedic verses such as “neha nanasti kificana” because,
in that case, even Brahman would have to be illusory since there is
the Vedic verse “nasadasinno sadasittadanim, tama asit” saying
nothing existed. If one were to say that since the Vedas talk about
the existence of Brahman in the verse “satyam jianamanantar
brahma”, the verse “nasadasinnoO” only refutes the existence of
objects other than the Brahman, then, by the same logic, since the
Vedas talk about the existence of the Universe also by stating that
they are the form of Narayana in verses such as “yasyatma sariram”
and “yasya prthivi Sariram”, the verse “neha nanasti kificana” only
refutes the existence of several independent Brahmans. The
inferences mentioned above are also plagued by contrariety
(satpratipaksa) since the fact that the universe is the object of
knowledge born from a pramana (a valid means of cognition) can
be used to establish that the Universe is real and not illusory.

Also, if the middle term or reason (hetu) drsyatvam refers to the
quality of being perceivable by the senses, then the invariable
concomitance between the major term and the minor term itself
fails in the Brahman since it is the object of sensory perceptions such
as ‘The pot exists (ghatah san)’ and of direct perception born from
Vedic passages (sabdaparoksa). If drsyatvam refers to the quality of
being the object of any cognition of potentiality (sakti), then too the
invariable concomitance fails. If you hold that the Brahman is beyond
cognition and so it never possesses drsyatvam, whatever be its
definition, then Brahman would be non-existing just as the horns of
a hare. If any form of drsyatvam is accepted in Brahman, then it
would become illusory like silver seen in place of a seashell.

If drSyatvam refers to being the object of Consciousness that is
limited by modifications of the mind (vrtti), then it would never cease
as vrtti, which is non self-manifesting, cannot cause the manifestation
of Brahman. If vrtti was capable of causing manifestation then, since
it can directly cause the manifestation of the Universe, there is no
need to accept that it is the object of Consciousness and hence the
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above inference would be rendered unsound since the middle term
(hetu) itself is not present in the minor term (paksa) causing
svarupasiddhi. Also, since the Universe being the object of cognition
is sufficient for all practical purposes, there is no pramana to establish
the existence of vrtti. If drSyatvam merely refers to the quality of
being imagined (adhyasta) on Brahman (drk) then, since this is true
for all object in the Universe at all times, they should all manifest
always which is not the case in reality. If this argument was refined
saying that the connection of being cognition and cognized
(visayavisayibhava) requires a special instrumental cause then, since
itis no more the cause for imagination (adhyasa), it cannot establish
the major term anymore. Also, since the visayavisayibhava can be
explained by the connection between the senses and the object, there
is no evidence to support the assumption of imagination (adhyasa).

In addition to this, the inferences mentioned above lack a sound
example (drstanta) too since it can be said that real silver present
elsewhere is cognized in place of a seashell due to a defect (dosa)
and so there is no need to accept the existence of an imagined
(anirvacaniya) silver in this situation. It cannot be questioned how
silver thatis not in connection with the senses is the object of sensory
perception since, to avoid complexity of the argument, it is accepted
that a connection (sannikarsa) between the substrate (visesya) and
the senses is sufficient for sensory perception and that the connection
between the attribute (viSesana) and the senses is not required. The
perception of a person wearing earrings that are hidden by a turban
can be avoided by stating that the earring too is a substrate (viSesya)
in this case and there is no connection of the senses with it or that
the connection between the senses and the substrate limited by the
attribute (viSesanavacchinnavisesya), which is not present here, is
required for wordly sensory perception. This does not raise the
possibility that fire atop a mountain could be cognized by sensory
perception too, as the causes (samagri) for inference are more
powerful than those of sensory perception and so inference surely
arises. If the connection between the senses and attributes was also
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required then even colourful pots present far off would have to be
cognized since the connection exists with them too. Therefore, there
is no such object known as ‘imagined silver’ (anirvacaniyarajata) or
suktirupya.

The illusory nature of the Universe cannot be established using
Vedic passages too, since that would cause numerous Vedic passages
that talk about dualism to be invalid. Therefore, since some Vedic
verses show that all sentient and non-sentient entities in this universe
are the form (Sariram) of Brahman, verses such as “neha nanasti
kificana” can only intend to refute the existence of sentient or non-
sentient entities that are not the form of Brahman, i.e. that don’t
have Brahman residing within them as the controller. Therefore, it
is evident that the Universe is indeed real.

(2) Real distinction between the Jiva and Brahman

Advaitins say that the Jiva and Brahman are one and the same.
This too is false as there is no evidence to support it. Firstly, none in
this Universe possesses sensory perception that he is Brahman (‘aham
isvarah’). Also, there is no indicator (lingam) that can establish that
the Jiva is Brahman. Even the Vedic verse “idam brahma idam ksatram
ime lokah ime deva imani bhutani idam sarvam yadayamatma” does
not propound the oneness of Jiva and Brahman. If the congruence
(samanadhikaranyam) here intends to refute the existince of the
imagined object and show that only the substrate is true
(badarthasamanadhikaranyam), then the existence of the Jiva too
would be refuted just as that of the non-sentient objects and there
would be no Jiva to establish as being one with Brahman. If the
congruence here intends to show oneness (abhedarthasamanadhi-
karanyam), then non-sentient entities too would have to be one with
Brahman, which is against the Advaita philosophy. Therefore, it must
be accepted that the words here denoting sentient and non-sentient
entities actually refer to the Supreme Being who possesses these as
His form and so the congruence here intends to show the association
between the universe and Brahman as the one between a body and a
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soul. Other similar Vedic passages too must be interpreted in the
same way. Therefore, the distinction between the Jiva and Brahman,
which is evident from several pramanas like sensory perception,
cannot be disproved. The perception ‘I am not Brahman’ indeed
has as its object the distinction between Jiva and Brahman. Since the
absence of cognition (anupalabdhi), that possesses the eligibility
(yogyata) thatit has as its counterpart something that can be assumed
by the assumption that its counterpart exists (pratiyogisattvapra-
sanjanaprasafjitapratiyogikatvam), is the cause for the cognition of
a negation, it does not matter even if the counterpart itself, which is
Brahman here, is not perceivable by the senses.

The Vedas too preach the distinction between Jiva and Brahman
in verses such as —
“dva suparna sayuja sakhaya samanam vrksam parisasvajate/

tayoranyah pippalam svadvatti anasnannanyo abhicakasiti// .

(3) Distinction between the Soul and the Ahamartha

The Advaitins claim that the ahamartha, i.e., the object of the
cognition ‘aham’, is the Mind (antahkaranam) and not the Soul,
since the ahamarthais absent during the states of deep sleep (susupti)
and salvation (mukti) but the Soul continues to exist. If ahamartha
was the Soul, then it would have to continue always since the Soul is
eternal. This too is unsound as this would contradict with cognitions
of the forms “aham janami”, “aham karomi” and “aham
sukhamanubhavami” that grasp the Soul as the knower (jiata), doer
(karta) and enjoyer (bhokta), since the Mind which is non-sentient
cannot be the abode of knowledge. It also cannot be said that
Consciousness limited by the antahkaranam (antahkaranavacchinna-
caitanyam) is the ahamartha, since conceiving (kalpanam) this quality
in the viSesya (consciousness or caitanya) alone is easier than
conceiving it in a joint entity (viSista). Therefore the Soul is indeed
the object of cognition of the form ‘aham’. The continuance of the
ahamartha during deep sleep and salvation is also desirable to us.
Without this, the recollection of the self of the form ‘I slept soundly
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(sukhamahamasvapsam)’ by one who just woke up would not be
possible. Also, in the Vedic verse “naha khalvayamevam
sampratyatmanarm janati ayamahamasmiti”, the word ‘ayam’ could
not be used if the ahamartha did not continue to manifest during
deep sleep (susupti). Therefore, this verse means that, during sleep,
a person does not perceive himself as one possessing attributes such
at manusyatva, but just as ‘aham’ or ‘I’. Similarly, manifestation of
the ahamartha after salvation is also evident from Vedic verses such
as “kasciddhava asmallokat pretya, atmanarm veda, ayamahamasmiti,
atha yo hai vaitamagnim savitram veda, sa evasmallokat pretya atmani

veda, ayamahamasmiti”.

The argument that the ahamartha (object of cognition of the
form ‘aham’ or ‘I’) is none other than the ahankara-tattva since they
are both denoted by the same word is flawed too because, by the
same logic, Consciousness (caitanyam) too would be none other than
the mahat-tattva since they are both denoted by the word ‘buddhi’.
If a question is raised that the mahat-tattva is known as ‘buddhi’ just
because it is the cause for ‘resolve’ (adhyavasaya) and so cannot be
one with caitanyam, then similarly, the ahankara-tattva too is called
so by its nature to cause the erroneous perception that things other
than the self| like the body, are the self itself, and so need not be one
with the ahamartha. The conception (kalpanam) of the distinction
between the Soul and the ahankara—tattva too is not a great burden,
since it is supported by the strong evidence that the Soul is capable
of producing a variety of effects such as pleasure and sorrow while
the ahankara-tattva isn’t. In truth, a heavy burden lies in the Advaita
philosophy due to the baseless conceptions of concepts such as the
Soul and antahkaranam both being the ahamartha, the non-
distinction of the Souls, distinction being due to the antahkaranam
and the invalidity of the perception of distinction.

However, when the Soul is taken as the ahamartha, then the
cognition ‘I perceive myself (mamaham janami)’ can be easily
explained using the self-manifesting nature of the Soul or by it being
the object of another perception, since the association of



(Ivii)

visayavisayibhava can exist without the need for distinction also.

The Vedic verse “svamapito bhavati” too refers to the shrinking
of the Soul’s knowledge alone and not destruction of the Soul during
deep sleep, since the Soul is said to be eternal. The Advaitins’ claim
that the antahkaranam continues in a subtle form during deep sleep
deosn’t hold water either. If it manifests during deep sleep, then
one should be able to recolllect it after waking up. If it doesn’t
manifest at all, then it follows that it is not imagined (adhyasta) at all
and hence cannot exist. The verse “asadva idamagra asit” too does
not indicate that the antahkaranam continues in a subtle form as it
merely refers to the absence of the caused state (karyavastha).
Moreover, if the Soul isnt the ahamartha, then emancipated souls
and God should not have consciousness of themselves (ahambuddhi).
Therefore is can be concluded that the Soul is indeed the ahamartha

(4) Incapability of sentences to cause non-fragmented
perception (akhandarthabodha)

The claim of the Advaitins that verses such as “satyam
jhanamanantar brahma” and “tattvamasi” are capable of producing
non-fragmented cognition (akhandarthabodha) of Consciousness
alone is defective too, since all sentences in the world and in the
Vedas have been seen to cause cognition of the association (sarhsarga)
between the meanings of the individual words present in the sentence.
If this law is disregarded, then even verses preaching Karma like
jyotistoma could also be about the entity (svarupam) alone causing
the undoing of all vedic rituals. It also cannot be said that only
sentences containing congruence (samanadhikaranyam) are about
the entity alone and not others, since there is no logic to make such
a distinction. Therefore, only this much is understood by study of
worldly experiences that in sentences involving congruence
(samanadhikaranyam), the association (sarhsarga) between the
meanings of the individual words is oneness (abheda) and in other
sentences it could be any association.
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The intent of saimanadhikaranyam is in just preaching the oneness
of the entity (viSesya) which is associated with many attributes
(visesana). Otherwise, since a single word is sufficient to preach an
entity (svarupam) alone, other words in the sentence would be
rendered useless. The Advaitins argue that even though the entity
can be preached by a single word, each word in a sentence denotes
the object as being distinct from objects that do not posses the quality
that that word is known to refer to, i.e. the word ‘satya’ in “satyarn
jhanamanantar brahma” denotes the entity Brahman as one that is
distinct from everything that is ‘asatya’ or ‘transient’ and so on.
However, this isnt a way out as the word ‘ananta’ alone is capable of
preaching Brahman’s distinction from all other entities in this
universe, rendering other words still useless. Similarly, if sentences
created non-fragmented cognition (akhandarthabodha), then they
would lose their yogyata (eligibility), which is nothing but the absence
of contradiction (badha) to the association (samsarga) that they
preach, since they don’t preach an association anymore. Moreover,
there would no more be a distinction between what is referred to
(uddesya) and what is enjoined (vidheya) in the sentence since that
which is prior known becomes the uddesya and that which is prior
unknown become the vidheya and the single pure entity (svarupam)
thatis preached by this sentence cannot be both known and unknown
prior to this verbal testimony.

As alast resort, the Advaitins put forth the following inference to
establish that sentences can cause non-fragmented cognition
(akhandarthabodha) — The sentence “satyam jianamanantarm
brahma” is capable of causing akhandarthabodha since itis a sentence
which defines something (laksanavakyam), just like the sentence
‘prakrstaprakasascandrah’ (the one that is greatly luminous is the
moon).

Here we must ask — what do you mean by the phrase ‘a sentence
that defines‘ (laksanavakyam)? If it means that the sentence creates
cognition of an entity (svarupam) along with its unique distinguishing
attribute, then it immediately follows that the perception born from
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the sentence is fragmented (sakhanda) since it has as its object the
entity and its unique attribute and not the entity alone. If it means
that the sentence creates cognition of the entity (svarapam) alone,
then the middle term (reason) is no different from the major term
(sadhya) as it has not been established before. This fallacy in inference
is known as sadhyaviSesa. If it means that the sentence creates
cognition of the unique distinguishing attribute alone, then it is no
more about the entity at all, which is unacceptable.

In addition to this, the example cited by the Advaitin is baseless
too. The sentence ‘prakrstaprakasascandrah’ is the response to the
question ‘Which among these luminous objects in the sky is the
moon?’. Therefore, this question is not about the entity (svarupam)
itself, since the entity has already been perceived by the senses (eyes
in this case). It may be argued that the sensory perception of the
moon is not a resolve (avadharana) and so is incapable of removing
doubt and so this question can be about the entity (svarupam) itself,
but this too is illogical as sensory perception beholds the moon as
the one with a round shape, a blemish and great luminosity and so
cannot not be firm resolve (avadharana). Otherwise, since the
cognition born from hearing the answer ‘prakrstaprakasascandrah’
would also not be a resolve as it cognizes nothing additional from
the initial sensory perception. Therefore, as the moon entity
(svarupam) has been cognized, the question here is about which of
these stars is denoted by the word ‘Moon’. That is exactly why a follow
up question of the form “Who is Soma (kah somah)’ is also possible.

Furthermore, congruence (samanadhikaranyam) is the nature
of words which denote different attributes to refer to one entity
(“phinnapravrttinimittanam Sabdanam ekasmin arthe vrttih
samanadhikaranyam”). This is possible only when the words
constituting a sentence denote different attributes.

In the phrase ‘tattvamasi’, both the words ‘tat’ and ‘tvam’ refer
to the Supreme Being and so congruence is possible. The word ‘tvam’
refers to the Brahman by the law that all words that denote a form
(sariram) denote the soul within (Sariri) also. The Jiva is indeed the
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form of Brahman as preached in the verses such as “yasyatmA
sariram”. The speech in the second person (madhyamapurusa) can
also be reconciled using the grammatical rule “yusmadyupapade
samanadhikarane sthaninyapi madhyamah”. Therefore, sentences are
capable of causing fragmented cognition (saviSesavastubodha) only
and not non-fragmented cognition (akhandarthabodha).

This is the summary of the Advaitavidyavijaya.
A Summary of the Parikaravijaya

The first part of this text deals with establishing that bearing the
brands of the divine conch and discus (taptamudradharana) is
Dharma, i.e. sanctioned by the Vedas. This is established using
pramanas such as the Vedas, Smrtis, Puranas and Pancaratra.

Of the Vedas that are available to us today, the Satapatha mentions
taptamudradharana in the passage “atha katyayanah papraccha/
yajnavalkya iti hovacca - param brahmetyeko devo visvatascaksuruta visvatma
visvatobahuruta esa purusontaryamontaryamassa visvatomukhassarvatma
visvataspaditi/ narayanadbrahma jayate narayanadrudro jayate iti/ sam
bahubhyam namati sam patatrairdyavaprthivi janayandeva ekah/
purusontaryamontaryamih/ sa adityatejo bhavati/ taptam cakram dvibhuje
dharyamityagnihotrameva loko bhavatyurdhvapundramalikhet tasmat
dvirekhanm bhavati/ bhussvayambhurbrahmanassayujyam salokatam jayati
ya evam veda”.

The verse — “pavitram te vitatarh brahmanaspate prabhurgatrani
paryesi visvatah ataptatanurna tadamo asSnute Srtasa
idvahantastatsamasata” is present in all the three Vedas and testifies
to the validity of this practice. In this verse, the word ‘pavitra’ denotes
the cleanser and rescuer by its avayavasakti and denotes sudarsana
by its rudhisakti. Therefore it is a yogarudha word. The nighantu
also supports this by the verse—

“sudarsanam sahasraram pavitram caranam pavih/
sudarsanam harescakram pavitram caranam pavih //”.

That is why the word ‘carana’ also refers to Sudarsana.
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The kathaka of the yajurveda contains the verse —
“caranam pavitram vitatam puranam/
yena putastarati duskrtani/
tena pavitrena suddhena putah/
ati papmanamaratim tarema/
lokasya dvaramarcimatpavitram/
Jyotismadbhrajamanam mahasvat/
amytasya dhara bahudha dohamanam/
caranam no loke sudhitam dadhatu//”.

The rgveda and samaveda read — “camusacchyenassakuno
bibhrtva govindurdrapsa ayudhani bibhrat/ apamurmim
sacamanassamudram turiramh dhama mabhiso vivakti”.

In the khila portions of the rgveda is present the verse “cakram
bibharti vapusa abhitaptamh balamh devanamamrtasya visnoh/ sa eti
nakam durita vidhaya prayanti yadyatayo vitaragah”.

Similarly, in the pratisthadhyaya of the paramesvarasamhita, the
portion about cakrapratistha reads —

“tattatsthapanakale tu tattatsamjnian manan japet/
vidyangatamityadyam yat pathayet tadvido janan//
camusacchyena iti ca prate visno iti trcau/

pathayet bahvrcan pascat sakunam suktameva ca//
dhrtordhvapundrah krtacakreti mantram tatah param/
pavitram te vitatamityetanmantram yajurmayan//
ksurohareti samajnan pavitramityagnirityapi/
ebhirayamurukramasya ityatharvanan dvijan//

evam sambhasya vidhivat navabhih kalasaistatah/
snapayet brahmasuktasthairmantrairastabhireva ca//”

This clearly shows that these mantras talk about sudarsana.

Similarly, the mahabharata reads —

“nanyadevam namaskuryat nanyam devam nirtksayet/
cakrankitassada tisthet madbhaktah pandunandana//”;

the agneya purana reads —

“pancayudhani dharyani bhaktisraddhopabrmhitaih/
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lalate murdhni hrdbahorekaikatica prthak prthak//”;

the varaha purana reads —

“maccakrankitadeho yo madbhakto bhuvi durlabhah/
mamupaisyati dharmatma madekantena cetasa//”;

the skanda purana reads —

“Yesam cakrankitam gatram lokesu paridysyate/
te vai svargasya netaro brahmana bhuvi devatah//”;

All these show the validity of bearing the brands of Narayana’s
divine conch and discus.

The next part of the Parikaravijaya text establishes the sanctity
and validity of bearing vertical sectarian marks (ardhvapundra) by
quoting passages from the Vedas and Smrtis.

The mahopanisad says —

“dhrtordhvapundrah paramesitaram narayanam sankhyayoga-
digamyam/
jratva vimucyeta narassamastath samsarabharairviha ceti
vispum//”;

the atharvana reads —

“hareh padakrtimatmane hitaya madhyecchvidhramurdhva-
pundram yo dharayati sa parasya priyo bhavati sa punyavan bhavati
sa muktibhagbhavati”;

the bodhayanasmrti contains the verse—

“pujadisamaye sayampratah samahitah/

urdhvapundradharo vipro bhavet sudro na canyatha//”;
similarly the satatapasmrti reads —

“Yaccharvram manusyanamurdhvapundravinakytam/

drastavyo naiva taddehah smasanasadrso hi sah//’;

the parasarasmrti contains—

“nirwrdhvapundrastu bhavet na kadacidapi dvijah/
vaisnavascet visesena sarvakarmani sorhati//”;

Thus, itis evident that bearing vertical sectarian marks is enjoined
by the Vedas.
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Those passages that superficially seem to be opposing the bearing
of vertical sectarian marks actually intend to preach that
urdhvapundra in the shape of a trisula should not be born or that
the urdhvapundra should never be borne by a traivarnika without
reciting the Vedic mantra “uddhrtasih”.

However there could arise the question that when the Pafnicaratra
itself cannot be considered as a means of valid knowledge (pramana),
how could the bearing of the conch and discus brands that it preaches
be valid?

The answer to this is as follows — Since the Pancaratra was
authored by Narayana Himself who is beyond any delusion and is
omniscient, the Pancaratra is indeed the work of a well-wisher (apta)
and hence is pramana. The facts that Narayana is beyond delusions
and that He is omniscient are evident in passages such as
“karanarupamekakaram parabrahma sokamohavinirmuktar vispum
dhyayanna sidati” and “vedaham samatitani vartamanani carjuna /
bhavisyani ca bhutani mam tu veda na kascana//”. The verse
“pancaratrasya krtsnasya vakta narayanah svayam” establishes that it
was indeed Narayana who preached the Pancaratra.

Just as the eternal Vedas are something referred to by names
such as kathaka, and just as from the Mahabharata composed entirely
by Veda Vyasa, a specific portion is titled vaiSampayanasarnhita, so is
the Panicaratra said to be composed by rsis in the text moksadharma,
simply because they were great advocates of the Pancaratra. This does
not negate the fact that the Pancaratra was first composed and
preached by Narayana.

Questions of validity of the Pancaratra that arise due to it
preaching certain concepts that contradict the Vedas such as the
creation of a jivatman have been elaborately answered in Svami
Ramanuja’s commentary on the Brahma satras, titled Sribhasyam,
and in this text.

The validity of the Pancaratra is evident from other Smrtis, Itihasas
and Puranas.
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For example, yajhavalkya quotes the Pancaratra to bolster an
argument of his—
“onkararathamaruhya manah krtva tu sarathim/
brahmalokapadanvest yati visnoh param padam//
pancaratre tatha hyesa bhagavadvacakassmrtah/
Jjnanaisvarye tatha tejastrimatreti ca samjnitah//
Jjnanaisvaryam tatha saktistrisvabhava iti smytah/
sankarsanotha pradyumno hyaniruddhastathaiva ca//
te vyuha iti nirdista onkaro visnuravyayah/”.
The jamadagnismrti reads —
“vaidikena vidhanena pujam kuryaddharestatah/
alabhe vedamantranam pancaratroditena va//”;
the uttararamayana contains the verse—
“puranaisca vedaisca pancaratraistathaiva ca/
dhyayanti yogino nityam kratubhisca yajanti tam//”;
the mahabharata contains the passage—
“brahmanaih ksatriyairvaisyaih sudraisca krtalaksanaih/
arcaniyasca sevyasca nityayuktaissvakarmasu//
sattvatam vidhimasthaya gitah............ ya/”;
the akrurapancamamsa of the Visnupurana reads—
“Yajuabhiryajiiapuruso vasudevasca sattvataih/
vedantavedibhirvisnuh procyate yo natosmi tam//”;
Therefore, it is established beyond doubt that the Pancaratra is
indeed a pramana.
The final part of Parikaravijaya elaborately shows the glory of
the devotees of Narayana (Bhagavatas).
The Parasarasmrti says —
“sahasravarsiky puja visnorbhagavato hareh/
sakrdbhagavatarcayah kalam narhati sodasim//
yatha tusyati deveso mahabhagavatarcanat/
tatha ca tusyati harih vidhivatsvarcanadapi//

sakrisampugjite punye mahabhagavate grhe/
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akalpakotipitarah paritrpta na samsayah//”;
The Sénc_lilyasmrti reads—
“tatha svaradhanenapi na prito bhagavan harih/
yatha bhagavatasresthapadamburuhasevanat//
suvarnangam gunavatim bhumim vrddhikarimapi/
dadyat bhagavatagryebhyo bhogamoksaptaye sudhih//”;
The Mahabharata contains the verse—
“patram vapyathava puspam phalam vapyanyadeva va/
dadati mama Sudropi Sirasa dharayami tam//”;
Lord Krsna himself says in the Bhagavadgita—
“bahunam janmanamante jianavan mam prapadyate/
vasudevah sarvamiti sa mahatma sudurlabhah//”.
All these passages proclaim the glory of great Bhagavatas.
Thus, the contents of the Parikaravijaya were summarized
succinctly.

I express deep sense of gratitude to Vidwan Shri Velukkudi K.
Ranganathan for this wonderful English version of the Introduction.
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